koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

koreanladder.com

Your ladder to fluent Korean.

Korean Ladder Study Note
a0 1T oF A
=5 J\ = Ol =9 OI_I- -.-_-ﬂ
When Polite Speech Is Non-Negotiable

_

A2 - Elementary Honorifics S
TOPIK 2 Speech Levels When

('D
(92]
he}
D
()
[a]
=y

s Non-Negotiable

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A2-HON-LVL-003

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMWWYbSuPRQ

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real panic question. A classmate looked my age and smiled, so | almost said OF, 2t'd. Is that fine on day
one?

Z2 2 Z0/0]R. LI0|7} H| X0 HO{ &, X 20ll= ZHRO| FH8H K. In English, even if someone looks your age,
polite speech is the safe start.

QE9| HAML2 o|Ho|. ZoHo| &7 RS &7t In English, the moments when polite speech is non-negotiable.

XA, K-S BHet AFRHO|Of| 2. First meetings. B2 ALO| A= ZHLZ A|ZFSHM|R. In English, with strangers and
first meetings, start polite.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana oHgstMI. M B A SLIC Hello. Nice to meet you. (formal)
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Junho QHISINI Q. BHLEA HEZFELICE,

Hana =

NI ER EUR.

Junho [, O|Z0f| oM 2.

Hello. Nice to meet you. (formal)

The weather is really nice today.

Yes — please sit over here.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
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jondaetmari kkok
piryohan sungan

witsaram /
yeonjangja —>
jondaetmal

MH|A dg - Zo0d
seobiseu sanghwang
— jondaetmal

giboneun

jondaetmal =
anjeonhan gibon

g =52t =

banmal = heorak hu

MH|AON = ZCHE
seobiseueseoneun
jondaetmal

Moments when polite speech is
required

First meeting — polite speech

Seniors and elders — polite
speech

Service situations — polite

speech

The default is polite speech

Polite speech = the safe default

Casual speech = after permission

In service settings, stay polite
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259 A2 0|70 Q. EEHTO| J§ Rt
=7t In English, the moments when polite
speech is non-negotiable.

R, M5 THA ALZHO[0l| 2. First meetings.
ZEE= MEoAl= ZHEZE AZSIM L. In
English, with strangers and first
meetings, start polite.

=M, Lto|7t f|el &, MHlf, SIAtZio[of| K.
Elders and seniors. O|2EMH & EHHZ0|
7|120]0|K. In English, with elders and
seniors, polite speech is the default.

M, ZHA|, A, I 22 MH|A AZolof .
In stores and restaurants, both sides
usually stay in polite speech.

So the pattern is: first meeting, elders,
service staff — ZCiZ0[ 7| 20[0| 2.

SH0tR. =200l M= ECHE 0| QH B
7|20|0f| K. In English, polite speech is the
safe default, not the special upgrade.

BHRE2 RISHEI CHSOll, MTiot it o A=
200l R. In English, casual speech comes
later, after permission.

MH[A A2l M= LIo| 7 03] 2o
ZoHo| AIHAR R K. In English, in service
situations, polite speech still sounds
natural.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
Zcio| & LR a7t

XS ot Atz — =5 — First meeting — polite speech

R, X5 QHt AF2EO|0f| K. First meetings. 2 2= A0 Al= ZHEZ AZSHAIR. In English, with strangers and first meetings, start
polite.

SIAHE ) HEXE — Z=CHE — Seniors and elders — polite speech

W, LIo|7F 2|2l 2, AMHH, SIALZHO|0|R. Elders and seniors. O| 2 M= ZE1 20| 7|&20|0f|K. In English, with elders and seniors, polite
speech is the default.
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St — Service situations — polite speech

M, ZhA|, A, FHH| 262 MH|A A2Ho|of| K. In stores and restaurants, both sides usually stay in polite speech.
X2 gASLC
X+ ZZELICH+ . — Nice to meet you. (humble / first meeting)

S0 M. A oholl M XtF: M= 2FO0|0R — M BRESLICE In English, nice to meet you, in a careful first-meeting style.

Pronunciation Loop

N 2R&uct cheoeum boepgetseumnida.
X2 &L cheoeum boepgetseumnida.
0| Hotoi|? igeo eolmayeyo?

Self-Check

1 SayZtiZo| B ZQst &7t three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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oA otMR / 2 LML A2 Honorifics: compare st StM|2 / 2 Open lesson
Inviting Someone to Drop S2M| 2 with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad
the Formality becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A2-HON-LVL-004

s FMR A2 Honorifics: compare 8l M2 with this Open lesson

Levels of Asking a Favor lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-HON-LVL-002

SH A A2 Honorifics: compare s Q#8| with this Open lesson
Choosing Between Two lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Polite Styles der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A2-HON-LVL-001

ZARRILICH/ Z|&ELICH A1 Honorifics: compare ZHAFgtLICH/ Open lesson
Formal Thanks and Z| & ELIC} with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad
Apologies becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-002

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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