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WA otM| R / Ea HFAMR

Inviting Someone to Drop the Formality

_

A2 - Elementary Honorifics WA SHM 2 / U SEMe
TOPIK 2 Speech Levels Inviting Someone to Drop the Formality

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A2-HON-LVL-004

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGapGYkwIB0

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Here’s my fear. If an older person says, “Speak comfortably,” can | actually stop using ZEZ right away, or is
that a trap?

Z2 HZ0|0|K. In Korean, the invitation matters, but your response also matters. You don’t want to sound
too eager or presumptuous.

Today’s key phrase is used by the older person, senior, or higher-status speaker. They say, in effect, “You
don’t have to be so formal with me.”

The frame is this. H5A| means comfortably, and Z&3tM| R is the honorific form of Z5tM|R, “please speak.”
So WA U&SM R means “Please speak comfortably.”

Conversation Snapshot

T

Hana 2| X 2L 2 S0t iR, Since we see each other often, you can
— drop the formal speech.
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e e e

Junho 4,2

Hana Zot. Ol oA stH Q.
Junho Hl, D0 R.

Okay, then I'll speak a little more
comfortably.

Good. Just feel comfortable.

Okay, thanks.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

HEHA 2HEsHM R
pyeonhage
malsseumhaseyo

Y =0t =R
mal noado dwaeyo

HEHA SHMI 2
pyeonhage haseyo

M7k LIo| 7L T B oL 7t
HoHA ZE5tMa
jega naiga deo
maneunikka
pyeonhage

malsseumhaseyo

U HSHA HE =R
jogeumssik
pyeonhage haedo
dwaeyo

' HEHA StMI2
geunyang
pyeonhage haseyo

WX Motsh= Atz
meonjeo jeanhaneun
saram

ne, geureom jogeum
pyeonhage
malsseumdeurilgeyo

Please speak comfortably.

You may drop the formal speech.

Please be comfortable / Go
ahead and speak comfortably.

Since I’'m older, please speak
comfortably.

You can relax your speech little
by little.

Just be comfortable / Go ahead
and speak comfortably.

the person who offers first

Okay, then I'll speak a little more
comfortably.
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Today’s key phrase is used by the older
person, senior, or higher-status speaker.
They say, in effect, “You don’t have to be
so formal with me.”

Another natural phrase is 2 0= S Q.
Literally, “It’s okay if you put down
speech.” In real English, “You can drop
the formal speech.”

2totR. Usually the senior offers first. The
junior can accept gently, or politely
decline and keep using ZE4Z.

Let’s hear the first example. ®|7} LI0|7}
HOL|7} LA 2ESHMK. It means,
“Since I’'m older, please speak
comfortably.”

Exactly. And because this is socially
sensitive, many seniors soften the offer
with 22 or MH3|: “a little” or “slowly.”

A softer everyday version is 2t T&}7|
SEMIR. It means, “Just be comfortable,”
or in context, “You can speak
comfortably.”

Usually no. A junior telling a boss to drop
formality can sound like you are
managing the relationship. Wait for the
senior to offer.

Now let’s unpack the response. If you
accept, don’t suddenly become too
casual. A safe response is 4|, 3% =2
HEA UZESAR.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
WA 2EoHMR
ot 2

A polite, gentle invitation from a senior

Al E50tMl R

=
mstA L&SHM R — Please speak comfortably.

StM|2 — Please speak comfortably.

H
OF

Safe, polite, and common

SOt HiR
2 =0T =R — You may drop the formal speech.

Often said by the older or senior person

H5HA| ShMl2
I5HAH StH|2 — Please be comfortable / Go ahead and speak comfortably.

Short and common in context

M7 LIOIZHH Bt HotAH ZE0HM R

M|7F+ LEO|ZL + T + B QL7 + THSHA| + &

StMl — Since I’'m older, please speak comfortably.

Let’s hear the first example. ®|7} L}O| 7} T BEOL|77} HE[A| HESHMIR. It means, “Since I'm older, please speak comfortably.

Pronunciation Loop

HSHA ZEStMR pyeonhage malsseumhaseyo

i malsseum

Y SO0t B mal noado dwaeyo

Ui, 2% =3 HsHA HZEEAR ne, geureom jogeum pyeonhage malsseumdeurilgeyo

Self-Check

1 Say ™A StMIR / 2 =ML three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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ECHYO| J HRst &7t A2 Honorifics: compare ZH 0| & 2R3t =7t Open lesson
When Polite Speech Is with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
Non-Negotiable clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A2-HON-LVL-003

s FMR A2 Honorifics: compare 8l M2 with this Open lesson

Levels of Asking a Favor lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-HON-LVL-002

SH A A2 Honorifics: compare s Q#8| with this Open lesson
Choosing Between Two lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Polite Styles der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A2-HON-LVL-001

ZARRILICH/ Z|&ELICH A1 Honorifics: compare ZHAFgtLICH/ Open lesson
Formal Thanks and Z| & ELIC} with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad
Apologies becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-002

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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