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Korean Ladder Study Note

Korean Honorifics

M2 and HIA

_

A2 - Elementary Honorifics Korean Honorifics
TOPIK 2 Subject Honorifics M2 and H A

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A2-HON-SUB-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=olfz-GdxWFI

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real question. When my Korean boss walks into the room, do | really have to change the whole
sentence?

And what is that little M2 | keep hearing everywhere — %2 XN, ENR?

Z2 HF0|0|R. Korean has three small tools for respect. Today we learn HA{, A, and M|2.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Junho SHLE M|, SHLIHM Xz # otMlR? Hana, what is your grandmother doing
— now?
Hana ZHLIHM F2M K. My grandmother is sleeping.
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Junho O, AAlZR. =85 2H L. Oh, I see. I'll be quiet.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

HAM - Al - MR Three tools for showing respect Z£2 HE20|0R. Korean has three small

kkeseo - si - seyo tools for respect. Today we learn HIA, A,
and M2

HAM /AL M2 marker - in the verb - polite HA marks the honored person as the

kkeseo / si / seyo ending subject. A| goes inside the verb. M2 isa

warm, polite ending.

MM AL} The teacher is coming. Here is our clean model sentence.
seonsaengnimkkese MM A 24LICE In English, the teacher
o osimnida is coming.

0l/7k = THA Honored subject marker HEW =1 HM = FH =4 ZAOIR. In
i/ga — kkeseo English, A replaces 0| or 7} when the

subject is someone you respect.

MAETH A the teacher (honored subject) So instead of M4E!0], the polite version

seonsaengnimkkese is MMM M. The marker itself shows

o) respect.

7tCt — JHACE - 2L} Add Al inside the verb to honor & W = A] goes inside the verb. 7Tt

— QA|C} the doer becomes 7FAICH 2L} becomes AICEH A|

gada — gasida - oda lifts the action up with respect.

— osida

HM + Al honor the subject + honor the So A marks the person, and Al honors

kkeseo + si verb what they do. Two layers of polite.

-Ne ONE ending, TWO jobs NS =51 J2[30 71 SR8 2. -Me

-seyo does two jobs. It can be a polite
statement, AND it can be a polite request
— please.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
HAM - Al - M2

HA - Al - M2 — Three tools for showing respect

Subject marker - verb honorific - polite ending

HAM /AL Mg

HA /Al / M2 — marker - in the verb - polite ending

HIM marks the honored person as the subject. Al goes inside the verb. MR is a warm, polite ending.
MHEH M 24 LICH

MME +HAM + 2 + HL|Ct — The teacher is coming.

Here is our clean model sentence. M MEH A 24L|CL In English, the teacher is coming.
MHEH M 24 LICH

MMEHAMHAM + 2YLICH— The teacher is coming.

ONR. MM is the teacher. H A says this subject is honored. 2&IL|Ct is come, in the polite formal form.

mn

Ol/7t — M

0|/7t = MX — Honored subject marker

HAHO| > ML

Pronunciation Loop

J2AZR geureosigunyo

oMe anjeuseyo

MMM LTt seonsaengnimkkeseo osimnida
sl e wanbyeokhaeyo

Self-Check

1 Say Korean Honorifics three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

-(Q)Al- B1 Honorifics: compare -(2)Al- with this Open lesson
Adding the Honorific Infix lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
to Any Verb der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-002

HA|CH/ EACH/ F=2A|CH/ B1 Honorifics: compare AlA|Ct/ EAICH/ Open lesson
il | S PN ZBAICH/ HMl / FIX] with this lesson so the https://www.koreanlad
Special Honorific Words boundary becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-001

AEH C1 Honorifics: compare &% with this Open lesson
When to Lower Honorifics lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
in Front of a Higher der.com/lesson.html?id
Superior =KOR-C1-HON-SUB-001
/M A2 Honorifics: compare ' / M| with this Open lesson
Korean Titles and Address lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-HON-ADR-001

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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