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Why They All Sound Like £

_

A2 - Elementary Pronunciation S A /x/%x/E
TOPIK 2 Batchim Why They All Sound Like &

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A2-PRON-BAT-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FwyEWEYvpoA

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real question. | learned the word £ — clothes. But when | say it, it comes out like 2. Where did the 4
go?

Z2 HE0|0K. You didn't say it wrong — that IS how 2 is pronounced. The A hasn't disappeared, it just
changed clothes.

This is called &% 3} — batchim neutralization. At the end of a syllable, several different consonants
collapse into one single = sound.

Here are the guilty ones. At the end of a syllable, A, », X, x, E —and & — all stop sounding like themselves
and becomea C.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana O] £ oflti K. This flower is pretty.
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Junho |, S0l AF 2ol 2.
Hana RE M RolHK.
Junho 2ol A LSt ZotAAN K.

Yes, | bought it in the daytime.

Your clothes are new too.

I changed after working in the field.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

2 clothes
ot
E final-consonant neutralization

batchim junghwa

AMXXES—>EC seven endings, one sound

—
Bxs 22|

a stopped sound
meomchuneun sori

=2 spelled +, spoken £

£ daytime — sounds like &
nat

E flower — sounds like 2
kkot

g field = sounds like 2t
bat
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Z2 HE0|02. You didn't say it wrong —
that IS how 2 is pronounced. The &
hasn't disappeared, it just changed
clothes.

This is called Br& &3t — batchim
neutralization. At the end of a syllable,
several different consonants collapse
into one single C sound.

Here are the guilty ones. At the end of a
syllable, A, »; X, x, E —and s —all
stop sounding like themselves and
becomea C.

The reason is simple: at the end of a
syllable your tongue just STOPS the air. It
never releases to make the hiss of A or
the buzz of x. A stopped tongueisa c.

Oh — soit's not that the « is silent. My
mouth just never finishes it.

Next, & — daytime. That's a x at the end,
but it stops as .

2|1 2 — flower. A x at the end, but
again it stops as &.

And & — field. A E at the end, spoken as

gt Four different letters, one identical
sound.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

==
PN

2 — clothes

The final A is heard as a © sound.

ne

& 59

2l 53t — final-consonant neutralization

Many endings — one shared sound.
AMXXET—>LC

A M X x E & - C —seven endings, one sound
Only at the END of a syllable (in the 2F&l).

HE= 2|

H3E= 42| — astopped sound

No release=no A/X/*x —just C.

=2

R =2 —spelled A, spoken C

Oh —so it's not that the A is silent. My mouth just never finishes it.

Pronunciation Loop

2-g-&-% ot - nat - kkot - bat

2=g=2=% Same ending sound, four spellings.
= bat [stop]

2 ot

QA 0s-i

K| kkoch-i

QA| - K| Alone it stops; before a vowel it slides.
HFE| bat — bat-e

Self-Check

1 Say & A/ x / x / E three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
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2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies

Why Study fenext

Hy = A2 Pronunciation: compare 2t&l 2 with this Open lesson

Pronouncing the Korean lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Liquid Final der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-BAT-00
1

A n/x /@ B2 Pronunciation: compare & 1 /x /& /  Open lesson

Pronouncing Double Final 21 with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad

Consonants clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-PRON-BAT-00
1

HX L /o /O B1 Pronunciation: compare &%l L /o /o Open lesson

Mastering the Nasal Final with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad

Consonants clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-PRON-BAT-00
1

HhE A1 Pronunciation: compare 2t with this Open lesson

Final Consonants Made lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Simple der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-BAT-00
1

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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