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Plain and Tense Sibilants

_

A2 - Elementary Pronunciation N
TOPIK 2 Consonants Plain and Tense Sibilants

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A2-PRON-CNS-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-UKYSsK6-Q

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real question. | tried to say | want to buy something, and Hana, you giggled. What did | actually say?

You said MICt, which means 'cheap.' You wanted AtLY, 'to buy.' One tiny tightening of the sound flips the
whole word.

So today's pattern is the difference between A and & — one letter, written single or doubled, and it changes
meaning.

These two belong to a family. M2 EIA2[0[R. In English we callit a tense sound — ElA2|. And A2 O|AtAE], a
plain, relaxed sound — O|AtA 2],

Conversation Snapshot

__

Junho o] & HlMe? Is this rice expensive?
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Hana OtL| 2, M. J2fA Bto| & Hol:.

No, it's cheap. So I'll buy a lot.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

A VS M
SVSSS

Elag| / oflAtAg|
doensori / yesasori

O|AFAE] = EIAZ]
yesasori — doensori

ACH
sa-da

MCH
ssa-da

AFCH/ MECE
sa-da/ssa-da

ElA2 = 2%+ HE
doensori =tension +
hold

o

sal / ssal

single vs doubled sibilant

tense sound / plain sound

plain — tense

to buy

to be cheap

Plain and Tense Sibilants

tense = squeeze then release

Plain and Tense Sibilants
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So today's pattern is the difference
between A and » — one letter, written
single or doubled, and it changes
meaning.

These two belong to a family. m&
=220, In English we call it a tense
sound — =12 2|, And A2 OfAtAE], a plain,
relaxed sound — Gi|At22].

OflAk2x 2] means the everyday, ordinary
sound. 22| means the hard, tightened
sound. Same letter shape, doubled for
tension.

Let me show you the real pair. AfCt — to
buy. Notice how soft and easy the start is.

Now tighten it. MC} — to be cheap. The
throat squeezes a little, the air holds
back, then releases sharply.

Listen back to back. AtCt -+ MC}, AtCtis a
sigh of air; MiCtis a quick, pressed snap.

Exactly, Alice. Think of holding your
breath for a split second, then releasing.
That tension is ElA2].

Z0tR. & — 'flesh' or to live, soft; and & —
'uncooked rice,' tense. &f vs &,
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Grammar / Structure Notes

A VS M
A vs M —ssingle vs doubled sibilant

Same place in the mouth, different tension.

Elag| / oAbz

=4 2] / ol AkA 2| — tense sound / plain sound
M= ElAE](ZIF), & = of|AtA2| (relaxed)

Of[At22| — El A2

O|Ata2| — ElA2] — plain — tense

Doubling the letter signals tension.

AFCE

AL+ CH—to buy

Let me show you the real pair. AlCt — to buy. Notice how soft and easy the start is.
MrCt

M} + Ct— to be cheap

Now tighten it. ML} — to be cheap. The throat squeezes a little, the air holds back, then releases sharply.

Pronunciation Loop

AFCH MECEH sa-da/ssa-da
A M sal / ssal

ARCH sa-da

MCH ssa-da

Self-Check

1 Say A three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

SED Al Pronunciation: compare 3 E I with this Open lesson
Aspirated and Tense lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Consonants der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
1
i = A2 Pronunciation: compare g4l 2 with this Open lesson
Pronouncing the Korean lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Liquid Final der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-BAT-00
1
f Al Pronunciation: compare H with this Open lesson
The Vowels That Now lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Sound the Same der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
2
F/d/u/m Al Pronunciation: compare F /4 /1L /T Open lesson
The 'Y' Glide Vowels with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
4

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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