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Korean Ladder Study Note

Of7

Why 1/ /= /X Soften Between Vowels

_

A2 - Elementary Pronunciation op7|
TOPIK 2 Consonants Why 71/c/8/X Soften Between Vowels

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A2-PRON-CNS-003

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBPIAV0S_tg

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

| keep hearing Ot7[, but when | say it, | make it too sharp, like O}7|. Why does mine sound off?
The key is position. Word-start plain consonants can sound harder, but between vowel sounds they relax.
Q=2 HML2 0|210/0]|2. 2Z AO|0 M= B2 K. In English, let the middle consonant soften.

Important point: this is a sound rule, not a spelling change. You still write 7|, C|Z, H|Z, XIR the same way.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana 17| SostMIR? Do you like meat?
Junho L[, OFHX| = 17| E E0}3tM| 2. Yes, my father likes meat too.

Hana JR5E Zo| 2tR? Is that married couple coming too?
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Junho U, 20| 2. Yes, they are coming together.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

ot7| Why 71/c/d/x Soften Between Z2 ZE0/0|2. ot7|&= 7H2MH 7|Ho| 23

agi Vowels Atojol 1012, so it sounds closer to g, not
astrongk.

2E2+/c/g/x+ Between vowels, plain The key is position. Word-start plain

25 consonants soften. consonants can sound harder, but

mo-eum + between vowel sounds they relax.

consonant +

mo-eum

22 AO[0M = Between vowels, say it gently. QL9 A2 0]Z10|0|2. 23 ALO|0ME

SEEA g2 2. In English, let the middle

mo-eum consonant soften.

sa-i-e-seo-neun
bu-deu-reop-ge

Iy Why 1/£/d5/X Soften Between Compare 117|. The first 7| begins the

gogi Vowels word, and the second 7|9 sits between
vowel sounds, so the second one is
softer.

g8 Why 71/£/1/%x Soften Between Now listen to H|Z in 5. English

bubu Vowels speakers often make the second £ too

much like p, but Korean keeps it softer.

OFEH K| Why 1/£/1/X Soften Between Good. Now X|2 in Ot X, The X| is after a

abeoji Vowels vowel sound, so it is closer to j than ch.

HiCF Why 71/E/dH/X Soften Between For C|Z, listen to HIC}. The Cf comes after

bada Vowels avowel, so it is softer than a hard English
t.

=2Ats IR, A2 The spelling stays; the sound Important point: this is a sound rule, not

2CEA softens. a spelling change. You still write 7|<,

geul-ja-neun C|Z, H|S, XI2 the same way.

geu-dae-ro,

so-ri-neun

bu-deu-reop-ge
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Grammar / Structure Notes

BE+7/c/H/X+EF
B2+ 7/c/8/x + B2 — Between vowels, plain consonants soften.

7, ., =, X often sound like g, d, b, j in the middle.

2= AO|0M= REEA

2 AtO|0|M & BEEZA — Between vowels, say it gently.

Do not punch the middle consonant.

Ot7|

Of + 7| — baby

Sf0tR. OF7|0IlM Of= E22 2 ELHL, 7|= 22 0|0{M K. 7I2H| 7|92 REA Q.
nbJ

1+ 7| —meat

1712 42 MAH 17| 248HH Korean ears hear extra force in the middle.

I
4

+ 5 — married couple

8= husband and wife, married couple. 7H20| H|S2 Z8HH E{E=2|X| gkotR.

4

Pronunciation Loop

o}7| agi

iy gogi

=)=l bubu

OFHH K| abeoji

HiCt bada

17| 0152 gogi joahaseyo?

Self-Check

1 SayO}7| three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies

A

Plain and Tense Sibilants

ad/8/E
Telling Apart 71, 11, and =
in Real Words

C/E/
The Three Korean D/T
Sounds

=294s

The Korean R/L Sound at
the Start and Middle of
Words

My Notes

A2 Pronunciation: compare A with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

A2 Pronunciation: compare Z / % / 2 with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare £ / E / i« with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare 2 &3 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.
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