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The Rising-Falling Intonation of Surprise and Admiration

_

A2 - Elementary Pronunciation <2t
TOPIK2 Intonation The Rising-Falling Intonation of Surprise and
Admiration

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A2-PRON-INT-003

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2lkSSODyJw

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Okay, real talk. When I try to say 22t to mean 'wow,' it comes out totally flat, like I'm reading a grocery list.
Why does mine sound so bored?

OF, 3 Ot £2 ZE0]0 K. In Korean, admiration lives in the pitch. If your voice stays flat, 2t sounds fake,
even if the word is right.

SfotR. 22 thofet k0| CHEH S80| Z2tR. The same word can sound flat and neutral, or amazed — only
the intonation changes.

Qo HAM2 0|70, HEIS e A2|7t 2 22U EEZ A 212t K. Surprise and admiration have a sharp
rise, then a soft fall.

Conversation Snapshot

N

Junho 22}, 0] Al0|3 &2, Whoa, look at this cake.
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Hana

Junho

Hana

Junho

Hana

TI%t of 8Lt

Chet, 7] 5 58,

o7] ot 2.

22}, 0] Ao| 2 &R,

Tt of sH L},

It's really pretty.

Wow, look at the strawberries.

It's almost too pretty to eat.

Whoa, look at this cake.

It's really pretty.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

ZHE} OfOF

OC 1o

gamtan eogyang

HME vs UE
pyeongseomun vs
gamtan

ofjueCt
yeppeuda

S0t chut - zup
uwa - daebak - jinjja

TImt SHUCE
jinjja masitda

SEULTY / of| 28t
masitda / yeppeuda

S 2 AU
honjanmal gateun
gamtan

the intonation of admiration /
exclamation

flat statement vs. rising-falling
admiration

The Rising-Falling Intonation of
Surprise and Admiration

wow - awesome/no way °
seriously

The Rising-Falling Intonation of

Surprise and Admiration

the plain '-C}' burst of feeling

admiration like thinking out loud
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259 A2 0|70 Q. HEE W= A2|7t =
SEUCHL FEZA LHH2R. Surprise and

admiration have a sharp rise, then a soft

fall.

O|Z 'S2fUCt L2 2= AY 0|2t
MZHSEM|R. A statement stays flat and
drops a little at the end. Z'Et jumps up
high first, then glides down.

Of|HEC SILIZE ZAH|R. As a flat statement,
Of|B8C} just means 'it's pretty' — calm,
even. Listen: Oi|84C},

LEIME H N H SR, oigf, T, R —
O|lACHZHE o= 22|06 2. These little
words open the emotion before the
sentence even arrives.

Z0tR. O|H| SACE JHEAIR. RN BEAULE.
As a flat statement it just means it really
is tasty.' TNt BEQUC,

o= ARRE2 ZEre i 232 B 2.
Koreans often use the plain Cf form —
gkQIC, of|#eCt — for these bursts of
feeling, not the polite & form.

ul, dote. ZEH2 LIE B2 L=
22[0)|Q. It slips out to yourself. BtQUC}
with the rising-falling pitch sounds warm
and real, not rude.
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(G[LEXs A The Rising-Falling Intonation of Z0tR. I/ 0|2 S =3 O L2 2R,

yeppeuda Surprise and Admiration Almost — but your HLC} stayed a little
high. Let it fall more, like stepping down.
0f|BuCt,
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Grammar / Structure Notes

ZHE} OfOF
OL- T10

ZEF A _ the intonation of admiration / exclamation

rise sharply, then fall softly

HME vs ZE

AR vs ZE — flat statement vs. rising-falling admiration

statement: flat = small drop / admiration: high rise = soft fall

P f 0f|#HC}!
29+, + 0|t + CF + | — Wow, it's beautiful!

U, < AHolol| . 22 XHH|7F ZHEEALG| K. 22} is itself an exclamation word, so it already carries the rise. Let it lift, then land.

Sof - gt - FIN}

40

ot - CHEf - XM — wow - awesome/no way - seriously

oN

FEFAF — exclamation openers that cue the rise

FQUCE / of| BE

tQICH/ of[#8Ct — the plain '-C}' burst of feeling

>E|

).D

ZEt often drops & — it's a spontaneous reaction

Pronunciation Loop

Ol¥8C} (calm: 'it's pretty') yeppeuda

L2}, of|#CH (‘'wow, it's beautiful!') uwa, yeppeuda

flat: Oi|#8Ct / amazed: Of] 1 88t yeppeuda — yeppeuda
CHE! ("awesome!' / 'no way!') daebak

Chef! daebak

TIm SERALE (calm report) jinjja masitda

TImt SEUCH ('this is SO good!') jinjja masitda

<2t ofjusrt! uwa, yeppeuda

Self-Check

1 Say 22}three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
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2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies

Why Study fenext

Lige] ofet
Rising Pitch When You List
Things

SE K|etol of
Softening Requests with
Pitch

e

2SS HEE0HR

0] &171
Where to Pause So a Long
Sentence Stays Clear

My Notes

A2 Pronunciation: compare Lt& 2| 22 with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

A2 Pronunciation: compare SE} 1} ®|Qto] oA QF
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare 7t with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

C1 Pronunciation: compare 20 27| with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-INT-002

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-INT-001

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-001

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-PRON-INT-002

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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