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A2 - Elementary Pronunciation |
TOPIK 2 Intonation & 21 2olsh= AY

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A2-PRON-INT-004

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08AJIsfWin4

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real talk. In a noisy cafe, someone says something fast, and | just freeze. If | say U, do they think |
understood? And if | ask again, do | sound rude?

Of, O ¥ =3t 4=0]0| K. In English, that happens all the time. The word can stay the same — 4| — but the
pitch decides if you agreed, or if you need a repeat.

SfotR. W H|= CHEHO|LE £320|0f|R. But a sharp rising HI? means 'sorry, say that again.' The rise is the
whole message.

Qe HML2 E|Z= AL0|0|KR. Today's pattern is the sharp rising echo question — a short lift that politely
asks someone to say it again.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana OfH[2|7tHr StLt FM| 2. One Americano, please.
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And the size?

Tall.

Sorry — say that again?

Americano. Tall.

Sorry?

Americano. Tall.

Let's meet at seven today.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

EHEsdY
doemunneun
eogyang

Ul
ne

A 0| HIAIX|
eogyangi mesiji

Mgz 12|

echo-question intonation —
asking someone to repeat

the intonation carries the
meaning

choose by how much you missed

sanghwangbyeollo

goreugi

27tEA, RERA

nalkaropge,
budeureopge

S Gl gn =v)

sharp rise, soft tone — not angry

pick one echo ask per turn

hanaman goreugi

stLtgh 321 7|Ct2|7]  one ask, then wait
hanaman, geurigo

gidarigi
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REQ MM E|Z2= AA0|0R. Today's
pattern is the sharp rising echo question
— a short lift that politely asks someone
to say it again.

HA MY ®2 ZHAEE K. Listen to flat Wl —
calm, even: 4. That is yes, okay, | hear
you.

U, A2F0| HIAIX|KH L. The pitch is the
message. Without the rise, people may
think you understood.

Okay, so if | catch almost nothing, | go
Y2t Q2. If 1 just need a redo, CHA K72,
And for a quick 'pardon?’, sharp 4|?.

o, J2|1 ERtt H REEA 22=
7{6{| . In English, lift the pitch — but keep
your voice soft. Sharp rise, soft mood.
That way you don't sound annoyed.

I notice you never stacked them. One
echo ask, then they repeat. Not U|? then
H2tn2? then CHA|R? all in a row.

el Q. dA| theto M= 28 SRR, In
real talk, one clear rising ask is enough —
then wait for the repeat.
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fEtiae | 210 20l5h= A =0 EM|2. Heavy and flat: #2101 2. That
mworagoyo can feel like 'what did you just say to

me?' — not a friendly redo.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

E| 2= Y — echo-question intonation — asking someone to repeat

sharp rise = please say that again

H[? - CEAIR7? - FHE2t1R?

Ul? - CEAIR? - 2t R? — sorry?/pardon? - again, please? - what did you say?
shortest — short request — fuller ask

A 20| H|A|X]

{2k0| H|A|X| — the intonation carries the meaning

flat=1got it/ rise = say it again

22tne?

g + 21 + 2 +? — What did you say? (polite echo ask)

& Hmjol|2. #2t1R? This one is a bit fuller. It means 'what did you say?' — polite, clear, still with that rising echo.
HI? <CHA| 27 < F{2t0 Q7

HI? <CIAR7? < FH2t1R? — shortest echo — short request — fuller 'what did you say?'

pick one echo ask — don't stack them

Pronunciation Loop

Ul (yes / okay / | hear you) ne

4|? (sorry, say that again) ne?

/2 ne — ne?
Aatne? mworagoyo?
CIAR? dasiyo?

2 ne?

F2t1 8 (heavy — avoid for redo mworagoyo
asks)

Self-Check

1 Say 4l three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
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2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies

Why Study fenext

Lige] ofet
Rising Pitch When You List
Things

SE K|etol of
Softening Requests with
Pitch

<t

The Rising-Falling
Intonation of Surprise and
Admiration

e

22 STHEE0|eR

My Notes

A2 Pronunciation: compare Lt& 2| 22 with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

A2 Pronunciation: compare SE} 1} ®|Qto] oA QF
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

A2 Pronunciation: compare 22t with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare 72 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-INT-002

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-INT-001

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-INT-003

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-001

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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