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Korean Ladder Study Note

명령과 금지의 억양
하지 마 / 조용히 해 / 이리 와

Level Topic Focus

A2 · Elementary
TOPIK 2

Pronunciation
Intonation

명령과 금지의 억양
하지 마 / 조용히 해 / 이리 와

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A2-PRON-INT-005

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mgo1tJymKxk

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Here’s my problem. I learn 하지 마 means don’t do it, but when I say 하지 마, I’m scared I sound like I’m yelling
at someone.

좋은 질문이에요. 하지 마는 말 자체도 중요하지만, 마지막 마를 어떻게 떨어뜨리느냐가 정말 중요해요.

English speakers often use a big dramatic drop, like a strong order. Korean short commands usually need a
short, controlled fall.

So today is not just what to say. It’s how the last syllable lands.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 그거 만지지 마.
—

Don’t touch that.

Junho 알았어. 근데 전화 왔어.
—

Okay. But there’s a call.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A2-PRON-INT-005
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mgo1tJymKxk
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 그럼 조용히 해.
—

Then keep it down.

Junho 응. 잠깐 이리 와.
—

Okay. Come here for a second.

Hana 그거 만지지 마.
—

Don’t touch that.

Junho 알았어. 근데 전화 왔어.
—

Okay. But there’s a call.

Hana 그럼 조용히 해.
—

Then keep it down.

Junho 응. 잠깐 이리 와.
—

Okay. Come here for a second.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

짧게 내려가기
jjalpge naeryeogagi

a short falling pitch 오늘의 핵심은 짧게 내려가는 억양이에요. In
English, a short falling pitch turns a plain
short phrase into a command or
prohibition.

부드럽게 내려가기
budeureopge
naeryeogagi

fall softly But the fall can be soft. A soft fall makes
하지 마 or 조용히 해 sound caring or calm,
not harsh.

마지막 음절을 짧게
내려요
majimak eumjeoreul
jjalpge naeryeoyo

Let the last syllable fall briefly The pattern is: say the phrase clearly,
then let the last syllable drop a little, not
crash down.

하지 마
haji ma

Don’t do it / Stop doing that 첫 번째 표현은 하지 마예요. It means don’t
do it, or stop doing that, depending on
the situation.

조용히 해
joyonghi hae

Be quiet / Keep it down 두 번째 표현은 조용히 해예요. It means be
quiet, or keep it down. This can sound
very different depending on intonation.

단단한 하강 vs
부드러운 하강
dandanhan hagang
vs budeureoun
hagang

firm fall vs soft fall 맞습니다. 세게 명령할 때는 더 단단히 내려가고,
부드럽게 말할 때는 작게 내려가요.

이리 와
iri wa

Come here 세 번째 표현은 이리 와예요. It means come
here. It is short, direct, and very common.
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Word Meaning Example

만지지 마
manjiji ma

하지 마 / 조용히 해 / 이리 와 맞아요. 만지지 마 means don’t touch it. The
final 마 is short and falling, but it does not
need to be harsh.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
짧게 내려가기
짧게 내려가기 — a short falling pitch

Used in short commands and prohibitions

부드럽게 내려가기
부드럽게 내려가기 — fall softly

Soft fall keeps short commands polite in feeling

마지막 음절을 짧게 내려요
마지막 음절을 짧게 내려요 — Let the last syllable fall briefly

Not too high, not too dramatic

하지 마
하지 + 마 — Don’t do it / Stop doing that

첫 번째 표현은 하지 마예요. It means don’t do it, or stop doing that, depending on the situation.

하지 마
하지 + 마 — Don’t do it / Stop doing that

먼저 하지 마를 볼게요. 하지는 하다에서 온 부분이고, 마는 하지 말아가 줄어든 금지 표현이에요. Together, 하지 마 means don’t do it.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

하지 마 haji ma

조용히 해 joyonghi hae

이리 와 iri wa

만지지 마 manjiji ma

Self-Check
1 Say 명령과 금지의 억양 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Lesson Why study it next Link

나열의 억양
Rising Pitch When You List
Things

A2 Pronunciation: compare 나열의 억양 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-INT-002

네
되묻고 확인하는 억양

A2 Pronunciation: compare 네 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-INT-004

부탁과 제안의 억양
Softening Requests with
Pitch

A2 Pronunciation: compare 부탁과 제안의 억양
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-INT-001

우와
The Rising-Falling
Intonation of Surprise and
Admiration

A2 Pronunciation: compare 우와 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-INT-003

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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