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Korea's 'W' Glide Vowels

_

A2 - Elementary Pronunciation /A
TOPIK 2 Vowels Korea's 'W' Glide Vowels

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A2-PRON-VOW-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kk2WxBKEiMQ

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Okay, real talk. When | see 2, | want to say it like 7t. Where did the 'w' even go?

Same. And § comes out too flat for me, almost like . | lose the round start every time.
A

A MY =5t 202, That is the most common mistake. These vowels are two mouth positions sliding into
one sound.

0| 2SS 0|F 230|221 K. We call them compound vowels: a quick 'w' glide, then the main vowel.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Junho H EENR? What can | get you?
Hana Aot F=AQ 0t ZofslQ. Apple juice, please. | like fruit.
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Junho

Hana

Junho

Hana

o 20{Q?

2l MH| A7} 0| A| Bhote?

o, of, Al

, e ol 0| N2{M K.

Why are you smiling?

What's with all these free extras?

, +, 4,

Lips first, then one smooth glide.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

05 25
ijjlung moeum

b=
ot+a=wa

Atz
sagwa

T+1=7
u+eo=wo

2

mwo

L+ H=4ff
0 +ae=wae

o

wae

T =l
ute=we

compound vowel

round, then open: wa

apple

round, then relax: wo

what

round, then bright: wae

why

round, then close: we
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O|H 222 0|5 230|211 sHR2. We call
them compound vowels: a quick 'w'
glide, then the main vowel.

HX 140l 2. The vowel 2t is made from 2
plus Of. Round your lips like 2, then open
to Of.

O£ E™ Atz Apple. Al, 2t The second
syllable is a clear 2, not 7t.

CH22 H0R. The vowel ¢ is made from
2 plus 01. Round to 2, then relax into 0.

74z E5t cho]= HO K. It means 'what'. It
is #, with a small round start, never just

o,

O|H| t{ol|2. The vowel &f is made from 2
plus Of. Round to 2, then brighten into
ofi.

o€ =H 9. It means 'why'. & is one
smooth slide, not two separate beats.

Orx|2h2 Hlod| K. The vowel 9l is made from
2 plus ofl. Round to 2, then close into 0fl.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
|5 23
0|& 28 — compound vowel

a fast round glide plus a full vowel
Lt b=at

L ++ |} +=1}—round, then open: wa

HX 10l 2. The vowel 2t is made from 2 plus OF. Round your lips like 2, then open to Of.
L

Atdt — apple

1} = g+ wa; keep the glide

T+ 1=

T ++1 +=7 — round, then relax: wo

CtE2 Hu K. The vowel ® is made from 2 plus 0. Round to 2, then relax into 0f.
H
H — what

m + wo; lips round first

Pronunciation Loop

o gwa-il
& mwo
2l wae

Self-Check

1 Say+t/ -/l /+l three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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F Al Pronunciation: compare  with this Open lesson
The Two Open Vowels lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Beginners Blur der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
6
i Al Pronunciation: compare H with this Open lesson
The Vowels That Now lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Sound the Same der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
2
E/d/uw/m Al Pronunciation: compare F /4 /& /T Open lesson
The 'Y' Glide Vowels with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
4
1 Al Pronunciation: compare 1 with this Open lesson
The Vowels English lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Speakers Mix Up der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
1

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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