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oh20{ Tt

The Full Monophthong System

_

A2 - Elementary Pronunciation oh=0 HE S
TOPIK 2 Vowels The Full Monophthong System

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A2-PRON-VOW-003

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ov4u3ZjGFyA

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real problem. When | see a new Hangul vowel, | just guess from English — like everything is ah, eh, oh,
00. Then #I| and 17| and 3L} all blur together.

3 F£X0| MY =3 4202, That guessing habit is the most common mistake. Korean is not English's
five-vowel club.

RER HE S EIHE ot HAIZ BtR. Today we treat ten single vowels as one system — front or back, rounded
or unrounded.

Sed-Fl,de2 524y, 102|059 £0|—11-F - X—7tX| EH & Xt2|7t K. Three checks build the map:
front/back, rounded/flat, and height — so all ten seats stay distinct.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana 70| OpaEHR? Would you like some coffee?
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Zotg. X< 0t0]A AHI|R.

L EENR?

| o

OlL|R. O HI|2 FA|R.

2% 9|2 24| ojujR?

ZotR. 2o HAM AL K.

Ul AL HA, 2CkE S4

A .

Sounds good. I'll have iced coffee.

Should I add milk too?

No. Just coffee, please.

How about foreign food today?

Good. But coffee first.

Yes. Coffee first, then food.

Perfect.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

HEZ N
danmoeum yeol gae

o*-Fl/S52-8Y/
15X
ap-dwi/dunggeul-p
yeongpyeong /
go-jung-jeo

FHAALT~— |
aaeeoeooeuwieu
i

[ oA H

i-e-ae

Ol -ul-M
ireum - ne - sae

eu-eo-a

ten single vowels — one
organized system

front-back / rounded-flat /
high - mid- low

the ten monophthongs, left to
right

The Full Monophthong System

The Full Monophthong System

The Full Monophthong System
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LES HEZ HIHE SHAAZ HR. Today
we treat ten single vowels as one system
— front or back, rounded or unrounded.
Sl o F, 2ae2 S22 "y, 2|1 5
=0|—1-F - MK EH S X272} & K.
Three checks build the map: front/back,
rounded/flat, and height — so all ten
seats stay distinct.

=0l € 2X17F A0 K. On the card you
see the ten vowel letters. Out loud we
name them: OF, Off, 0, 0|, 2, 2|, 2, 9, 2,
0[.

HX 2F A=0| Yot £0|0_. First the
front unrounded row: 0|, of|, O{. Tongue
forward, lips flat.

CIO{2 S0{ EM| Q. Listen in words: 0|, U,
M. Same front family, three mouth
heights.

Cl22 =0 WHot Z0/0R2. 22t ol=
7h20|- F1Zo| 1, ok= 22 AA Hele
0t2iZ0[0f| 2. Next, the unrounded set: 2
is central-high, 01 is central-back, and
open Ot is low central — lips stay
unrounded.
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act - Ao - oto| The Full Monophthong System THO{0l 2. In words: 3L, 741, O}0]. Hear 2,
keuda - keopi - ai 01, 0} — none of them need round lips.
4T The Full Monophthong System Old| el&2 S24 Q. Now round the
o-u lips. Back rounded pair: 2 and €. Small

circle for 2, tighter circle for 2.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

b=

B2 S & 74 — ten single vowels — one organized system
front/back + rounded/unrounded + height

o5 /S2 HWH /15X

‘5l /S2-HY /105X —front-back / rounded-flat / high - mid - low

HO

tongue place, lips, and tongue height — ten deliberate seats

FHA A LT — |

F+H+4+4+L+s]+7T+5]+—+ | —theten monophthongs, left to right
=0l & 2Xt7t L0{R. On the card you see the ten vowel letters. Out loud we name them: OF, 0, 0, 0f, 2, 2|, 2, ¢/, 2, 0].
- o =HES X2
4] - 7 = B2 3 XI2] — they still belong on the single-vowel map

learn the target shape before worrying about freestyle speech

o 5| X 52+ HE X £0|

HO

‘5l X 2 -HH X =0| — three checks (place, lips, height) organize all ten vowels

stop swapping English letters for Korean seats

Pronunciation Loop

0, o], of i-e-ae

O|&, ul, M ireum - ne - sae
9o, 04,0t eu-eo-a

ALt 7], oto| keuda - keopi - ai
2 o-u

2, 27 oppa - uyu

2, 2 oe - wi

o=, H oeguk - gwi

Self-Check

1 Sayot=0{ T2 3 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
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2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies

Why Study fenext

/A Al
Korea's 'W' Glide Vowels

A

Why Koreans Flatten
These Diphthongs

F

The Two Open Vowels
Beginners Blur

f

The Vowels That Now
Sound the Same

My Notes

A2 Pronunciation: compare </ / +i /
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

A2 Pronunciation: compare 7| with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare | with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare H with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-VOW-00
1

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-VOW-00
2

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
6

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
2
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