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of /0o 7}X| 2

The Spoken 'So' That Replaces OfA{

_

Bl - Intermediate Colloquial -0t/ 01 7kX| 22
TOPIK 3 Contractions The Spoken 'So' That Replaces OFA]

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B1-COLLOQ-CTR-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oykqganluBko

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

So here's my problem. My textbook taught me OFA{ for 'because’, but when | listen to real Korean, | keep
hearing 7tX|11. Are they the same thing?

174 0kF £2 F20|0f|R. They overlap a lot. 7tX| 1 is the casual, spoken cousin of OtA{. In English, both can
mean 'so' or 'because.’

2 OtME 712X Q. SHX|2F A K| CHSH= 7HX| 1S Z£01| 2. Textbooks teach OFA{, but conversation leans on
piyink

HE S SHQ. SAH| -0t/ 7IX| 1€ 20 K. You attach -0t/0f 7kX| 11 to a verb stem — it links a cause to what
happens next.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Junho off O] A £2U04? Why are you so late?
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N R

Hana 20| 23 71X 11 302 0Lt B0,
Junho W2 3 HI| AlAH kK22 F Fl AL

The road was jammed, so it took a
whole 30 minutes.

Really? Then let's order coffee and
take a break.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

-Ot/0f 7kX| 2
-a/eo gajigo

%0

gatgo

tX|CH— 7K
gajida — gajigo

b7t OO 7pX| 0 2tHE
HAR

baega gopa gajigo
ramyeoneul
Meogeosseoyo

I = If 74X 2
gopaseo = gopa
gajigo

S oLt kx|
HAS N0
neutge ireona gajigo
beoseureul
nochyeosseoyo

2oLt 74X 2
ireona gajigo

0|9 + 7tX|11 + A1}
iyu + gajigo +
gyeolgwa

so / because (spoken connector)

contracted form of 7tX| 11

'have' = 'having, and so'

I was hungry, so | ate ramen

hungry, so...

| woke up late, so | missed the
bus

woke up, and so

reason — so — result
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IEHE AR, SAH]| -0F/0 7IX[ & 20 K.
You attach -0t/0f 7kX| 11 to a verb stem —
it links a cause to what happens next.

Je|n o BA znetnE siQ. In fast
speech it shrinks to 211 — same
meaning, even more casual.

SforR. Rzl 'ZHX| '= 'ZERICHO M 2H01 Q.
Literally 'having done that," then it drifted
into 'and so.' 207} FEH AR K.

Ol22 =K. ti7t 0ot 7kx| 1 2t g
HAR. I was hungry, so | ate ramen.

S9N Q? I} ZkX| 10, The 74X sits
right where OtA would: BiZ T IIHA
HAO|R2 becomes HiZF I} 74X 11
Hlo R,

SHLHE K. A LojLt 7k HAS SR,
I woke up late, so | missed the bus.

Okay, so the pattern is: reason first, then
7tX|13, then the result. Let me make sure |
read that right — 0Lt 7tX| 11, 'woke up,
and so.'

2. 0| R 7t MK, OCHS Z1t. Reason
first, result second. O} Z AR 2.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

-Ot/0f 7tX| 2
-0t/0f 7kX| 2 — so / because (spoken connector)
Links reason — result, or step — next step

e gn|

2+ — contracted form of 7tX| 1

Faster, more relaxed

7HX|Ct — 7}HX| 22

7FX|Ct — ZtX|1 — 'have' — 'having, and so'

The meaning softened over time

HHZ 0mf 74X 0 2fHE HAH R

HiZb + DIt + 7EX| 10 + 2HHE + HAO K — | was hungry, so | ate ramen
=5

Ol22 =7Q. U7t mf 7kX| 1 2t HE HRAO K. | was hungry, so | ate ramen.

JIOHA = 0} 74X

DI = 12T} 7EX| 10 — hungry, So...

Same slot, more casual feel

Pronunciation Loop

L Ik N baegopa gajigo
Bl 2 m ZEX| 0 2HH HAN R baegopa gajigo ramyeon meogeosseoyo
HY oo 2t baegopa gatgo

Self-Check

1 Say-Ot/0f 7kX|22 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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a3/ 2d /3
Spoken Shortcuts for
J2{H - 3 3K

-2 O/ -EHX /- &
Spoken Contractions of 2

-LH= Al / -2hs A /Tt
Spoken Reductions of
Reported Speech

HyE/ E e
Everyday Spoken
Contractions of Particles

My Notes

B1 Colloquial: compare 33 / 2| / 3 X with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

B2 Colloquial: compare -2 7{0F / -= x| / -L
Z with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

C1 Colloguial: compare -Ch= Al / -2t= H /
-CHL| 7t with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Al Colloquial: compare tt /= / & / S with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-COLLOQ-CTR-
001

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-CTR-
001

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-COLLOQ-CTR-
001

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-CTR-
002

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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