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Korean Ladder Study Note

M oA ZHLFHE /UK

Fillers That Carry a Story Forward

_

Bl - Intermediate Colloquial JeiM O g A RHLFH / UK
TOPIK 3 Fillers & Reactions Fillers That Carry a Story Forward

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B1-COLLOQ-FIL-003

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAGFON3GBFg

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real problem. When | tell a story in Korean, | hit a gap--- and then nothing. Just silence. The other
person thinks I'm done.

Hl, % 23 K. In English you say 'so then,' 'wait though,' or 'you know what happened.' Korean has its own
little story engines.

Dead air can sound like the end of your turn. Story fillers keep the microphone in your hand.

250 NS Ul FHX|0|K. T2}, OfZA| HLIRI, of 26, 12|71 UK.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana UAX|, o1 ™| 7| ZAAHE. Hey, listen — | went to a cafe
— yesterday.

Junho 2, a24M? Yeah, and then? (listener prompt, not
— the storyteller's next-scene J2HAf)
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Hana JefM E0| HH 71 Aok,
Hana O 2| SiLFH, L} O] 50| = H EFI0].
Junho Of 2Ci|, 3 7tH| WA = SH|X| gkof?

So then the line was crazy long.
And what happened is, they called my
name twice.

Oh but wait — isn't that cafe usually
crowded anyway?

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

A - o E A SHLFH
- oF 24| - /UX|
geuraeseo -
eotteoke
dwaennyamyeon - a
geunde - itji

ofop7| A& E&f

iyagi yeongyeol
pilleo

e
geuraeseo

O EA| RHLFH
eotteoke
dwaennyamyeon

O EH RALIH —
OEH RLIHR
eotteoke
dwaennyamyeon —
eotteoke
dwaennyamyeonyo

OfEA HLHe
eotteoke
dwaennyamyeonyo

Of 2|
a geunde

UX|
itji

so then - what happened is--- -
oh but /wait - hey, listen

fillers that connect a story

so then / next scene / as a result

and what happened is--- / here's
the twist--

casual = polite-casual (add 2)

polite-casual storytelling
drumroll

oh but / wait, though / one quick
side note

hey, listen / so, get this
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Q59| #Me Y| JtxjolR. JahM, oL
SHLFH of 2o, J2| 1 UK.

O|NE2 ZY F=7tOtL|0l K. In English,
they're timing tools — next scene,
drumroll, side glance, knock on the door.

HX T2 M. O[oF7| etofl M 'L HH' =
o2 uf L. In English, speaker 24 A
means 'so then / next beat.'

Ct2, O{EA LA, 0|H EZE0[0R. In
English, it builds suspense — like 'and
what happened is---'

B2 = oA JLIE, SiRMZE e
HLHR'2II K.

LE HEf= e T Lot AEZ|=Z0[0f| 2.
Add & and it becomes soft sH QA with
friends or friendly coworkers — not heavy
formal Korean.

CHS, OoF 2ol 22 olof7| Hofl M &7t o=
Ml MR, In English, a soft 'oh but' or
'wait, though.'

Obx|2, AX|. 2 FE2IE 22|02, 1In

English, 'hey, listen' or 'so, get this'
before the story starts.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

M - oA FLEHE - OF 2o - UK

T2 - O{E A SHLEH - of 2| - UX| — so then - what happened is--- - oh but / wait - hey, listen
Four narrative fillers that carry a story.

O|0F7| HZ Eef

o|of7| HZ Ea| —fillers that connect a story

Use them while narrating, not to translate word-for-word.

M - A FHLEAE - oF 2o - UK

J2iM - oA FLFH - oF 2| - /K| — four tools for keeping an anecdote alive
Learn the job of each one.

T2 A

T2 A — so then / next scene / as a result

Storyteller moves the plot forward.

HAIF S0, J2A FHAHZ0 L.
HA + 7+ S/ANL + .+ I8 + FH U R +. — The bus was late. So then | ran.

S0 BNR. HAT SRR, OefA FH{ZE0{ 2. That means, 'The bus was late. So then | ran.

Pronunciation Loop

UK, Lt o1 H| itji, na eoje- -

UX|, Lt OfH| 271 L AA[K itji, na eoje utgin il isseosseo.

U], J2HM, oA FALFH itji - geuraeseo -+ eotteoke dwaennyamyeon

O JLIHR eotteoke dwaennyamyeonyo

O{%EH HLFHR, of2F0| Af2IE R eotteoke dwaennyamyeonyo, yeyagi sarajyeosseoyo.

Self-Check

1 Say J2fA oA HHLEH / AUX| three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies

=/ LI/ HE
Sounding Natural with
Korean Fillers

ol Xk
A LS

Ot/ 34| / HHz=t

Buying Time While You
Search for a Word

MR /AR /oIRE
Hedging and Agreeing
Naturally

ul /ot R / 5ote
Natural Korean Reactions

My Notes

B1 Colloquial: compare & / 22{L|7t / R &7t
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

B1 Colloquial: compare {0t / A / H 2t
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

A2 Colloquial: compare 2H / I2{AHR /
Ot E with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

A1 Colloquial: compare 4| / O}L| 2 / 2Ot
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-COLLOQ-FIL-0
01

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-COLLOQ-FIL-0
02

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-COLLOQ-FIL-0
01

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-0
01

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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