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Setting Up Background and Soft Contrast

_

Bl - Intermediate Grammar =t/
TOPIK 3 Connectors Setting Up Background and Soft Contrast

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B1-GRAM-CON-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrbyZnvUQhc

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real question. | keep seeing =0l everywhere, but every time | look it up | get a different meaning.
Sometimes 'but’, sometimes nothing. What is going on?

Right, | thought it just meant 'but'. So | said H|MH=E| for 'it's expensive, but', and Hana made a little face.

J0HS YotR. | understand that feeling. =E| looks confusing because it is not really 'but'. =4l sets up
background, the situation before the main point.

M2l R. The English 'but' is too narrow. =8| means something like 'given that' or 'as for the situation' —
and then you add your point. Sometimes that point contrasts, sometimes it does not.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana oM MR, & E2INte? Welcome. What can | get you?
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Junho OfdH|2| 7t OPA| L & 2, [h5eet H A0 K72
Hana ul, A=l ZFTE 7|0 FAR.
Junho HEOLR. oF HHEG| MH3| SHAIR.

I'd like an americano — do you have a
hot one?

Yes, we do — please wait just a
moment.

It's fine. I'm not busy, so take your
time.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

=0 sets up background, then
neunde continues

& + =l + HA background + £ + the main

baegyeong+ neunde  point

+haeksim

=g I'm eating, and (background)...
meogneunde

H| M| it's expensive, and

bissande (background)...

SAt— =0/ HE8At—
()

dongsa — neunde /
hyeongyongsa —
(eu)nde

verbs take =0, adjectives take
(e)ro

St Aol

ShA is a student, and (background)...
haksaeng-inde

HiZ S ZotF e
baegyeong-eul
kkalajwoyo

it lays down the background
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1 0+Z YOI, I understand that feeling.
=0l looks confusing because it is not
really 'but'. =0 sets up background, the
situation before the main point.

e8| 2. The English 'but' is too narrow.
=0l means something like 'given that' or
'as for the situation' — and then you add
your point. Sometimes that point
contrasts, sometimes it does not.

HX HEHEE] Bt Q. First, the form. With
action verbs and QICt AL you add =0 to
the stem. 7tCt 7}Ct becomes Zt=H, 2Tt
ML} becomes He0.

J2|0 Y8AH= 22tR. Adjectives are
different. With a descriptive word, you
use (2) Ll instead. HIMICt H|MCE, 'to be
expensive', becomes H|#H — not

H M=,

Oh, so that's why H|M=H| sounded
wrong. Adjectives take L |, verbs take
=0l

gtotR. And after a noun with O|Ct O|C} it
becomes 2I4|. St 40|Ct becomes St 21|,
'is a student, and...".

o{7|M =0l= '8 22 oK. Here =il
is just gentle context. The rain is the
background; the umbrella question is the
point. No strong 'but' at all.
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ol (R=&A) vs X2 =0 = soft / conversational - X3t
H51A|) = clear, firm 'but'

unde

(budeureopge) vs

jiman

(bunmyeonghage)

rir

D AL
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HFZ 30| R. Exactly that. =l never
shouts 'BUT". It is soft. If you want a
strong, clear 'but’, you would use X|2t
X2k — o1FX| 2 {F X[ 2 =0 is the
warmer, more conversational cousin.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
=l
=0 — sets up background, then continues

Think: "the situation is X —and..."

HHZE + =0l + S

HiE + =0 + A — background + =6 + the main point
The glue between a setup and a payoff

H=Cl

M + =0 — I'm eating, and (background)...

HX HEHEE Bt R. First, the form. With action verbs and Tt /Lt you add =6 to the stem. 7tCt 7}Ct becomes 7H=E, ML HC}
becomes Her.

H| M|

H|M + L O — it's expensive, and (background)...

J2|0 HE8AME HatR. Adjectives are different. With a descriptive word, you use (2) LG instead. HI MLt H| ML}, 'to be expensive',
becomes H|¥H| — not HIMH=E.

EA '—[—ll/o:l.@.* (O)|_|:-||

SAt— =0 / @8At— ()l — verbs take =0, adjectives take () LG

Oh, so that's why H[M}=H| sounded wrong. Adjectives take L, verbs take =E.

Pronunciation Loop

AlZE A= 2o Zalik? sigan itneunde gachi gallaeyo?
& I 2ot HEotR. jom pigon-hande gwaenchanayo.
=3t (0) / Tl&sk=d] (X) pigon-hande (0) / pigon-haneunde (X)

Self-Check

1 Say &0l / three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

OtM / O1A A2 Grammar: compare OtA] / 0{A] with this Open lesson

Saying 'Because' and 'And lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Then' der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-GRAM-CON-00
1

2y B1 Grammar: compare & with this lesson  Open lesson

Turning Verbs into so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Modifiers der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-GRAM-MOD-0
01

(e)z Hdla A2 Grammar: compare (2)2 70| with this Open lesson

The Korean Future Tense lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

and Plans der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-GRAM-TNS-00
2

Ao A2 Grammar: compare 1 202 with this Open lesson

Saying What You Want to lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Do der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-GRAM-END-00
1

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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