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Explaining a Reason the Listener Didn't Know

_

B1 - Intermediate Grammar HER
TOPIK 3 Sentence Endings Explaining a Reason the Listener Didn't Know

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B1-GRAM-END-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_hqbdWSb5Q

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real talk. My friend was late and said Z0| HAHER. | already know L0{2 means the road was
jammed. So what is that ending 7{E8 doing?

Z2 HE0|0|R. U2 stE X7t becauset MZISH Q. But Korean chooses the ending based on what the listener
already knows.

Q& MH2 HAERU K. In English, it gives background the other person did not know yet — like, the thing is,
or see, here's why.

HEQE= A7t EEE= O|RLHHIZE S &2 Z I K. In English, you are handing them new information, not
reminding them.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana 2= XMYoj erente? Shall we meet this evening?
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Junho =2 s A &ota.

Hana Of, efe?

Junho 2|ALE|AO] AHES.

Hana Of, ¥ FR. J2{H LHY Bt 2.

Hana o, ehe?

Junho 3[AL 2| MO JAESR.

Today might be hard.

Oh, why?

We have a work dinner, you see.

Ah, | see. Then see you tomorrow.

Oh, why?

We have a work dinner, you see.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

-HER
-geodeunyo

FEE0|R - -HER
moreuneun iyu —
-geodeunyo

Zo| HRHER
giri makhyeotgeode
unyo

o%0| YAHER

yaksogi itgeodeunyo

A7t F=H| HA=ER
chinguga
chucheonhae
jwotgeodeunyo

FH+OIR(-AHER)
jujang +iyu
(-geodeunyo)

HI7b 2tM 2 20lR
biga waseo mot
gasseoyo

here's why — new background
for the listener

unknown reason — -7{E8

the road was jammed, you see

I have an appointment, you see

a friend recommended it, you

see

claim, then new reason

it rained, so | couldn't go
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Q& IHEI2 7{EQOR. In English, it gives
background the other person did not
know yet — like, the thing is, or see,
here's why.

HEQE MU/ EE=0|RLIEIZS €2 &
If M K. In English, you are handing them
new information, not reminding them.

S0 ENR2. £U0{Q. 20| UAMER. First |
say I'm late, then | give the reason they
did not know.

ool 5L EHR. 252 2 718, 2k40]
AAE=ER.

J2|3 ol 2 XpF iR, 0|7 S0 K.
HFIL =W ZAHER.

HX BtS Eota, OCH20) HiZ 2 e FH K.
First the claim, then the new reason. That
order feels very natural with the ending
HER.

OtAM/0{ M= 0| Rt Z1HE Bt EZ 0[0{R. In
English, it chains cause and result, like
HIZb2tM 2 2401 Q.
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-OtM/oiM =HE / chain vs explanatory footnote AeERe M2 82 20 = 220[0R. In
AER =489 English, it is more like adding a confiding
-aseo/eoseo = link / footnote after your main point.
-geodeunyo =

explain
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Grammar / Structure Notes
JER

-HE8 — here's why — new background for the listener

Use when the other person does not already know the reason.

208 - -HER

222 0|] - -HESR — unknown reason — -HER

New info for the listener

2Ol HAHER

Z +0| + 9% + HER — the road was jammed, you see

S0 ENR. /UK. 20| UHHHER. First | say I'm late, then | give the reason they did not know.
Zo| afyri=R

Z+0| + 9 + HER — road + jammed + explanatory ending

o7|1M 2
Zo| =S

Z + 0| + &g + HER — the road was jammed — new reason

2 A K. '0|'"= 24 ZAH 2. And the ending 71E8 wraps the reason like a soft explanation.

So... 20| AHHER? I'm giving a reason my friend didn't already know.

Pronunciation Loop

HER geodeunyo
HO| TAUAER giri makhyeotgeodeunyo
Moko| UHER seonyagi itgeodeunyo

Self-Check

1 Say-7{E8 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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He/ 28/ -Fore
Reacting, Realizing, and
Reminding

-(Q)a =Aoir /goa
Saying What You Can and
Can't Do

-(Q)zAHK
Promising and
Committing to Do
Something

-(L)2ntK? /-(2)uAlCt
Suggesting and Proposing
Together

My Notes

B1 Grammar: compare -4 /-22 / -&0tR
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

A2 Grammar: compare -(2)2 £ A0 /
21012 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

A2 Grammar: compare -(2) 2|2 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Grammar: compare -(2)27tQ?/
-(2) = AlCt with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.
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