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TOPIK 3 Modifiers & Clauses Turning Verbs into Modifiers
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Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B1-GRAM-MOD-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chGOcSaXCNo

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, here's my problem. | can say ®f — book. | can say #1012 — I read it. But how do | glue them into one
thing: 'the book | read"?

Right — in English we just shove the clause in front: 'the food I'm eating,' 'the food I'll eat.' Korean has to do
something different, doesn't it?

. 3t20{= SAE HAL 0l £11 Z2 HHYR. We put the verb in front of the noun and change its ending. 0| &
#Haddo|2td 8 @ — the modifier form.

S S LIEILHE SAHE AlZHol| 2t 20| M 7HXI0 K. For action verbs, the ending changes with time — present,
past, and future.

st

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana OH| A QAHOC| R R? Where's the umbrella you bought
— yesterday?
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Junho X3 Mz 240[27 Tzt /o2, The umbrella I'm using now? It's at the
— door.

Hana OtL|R, LHY & 24t0| 1. No, the umbrella I'll use tomorrow.

Junho Of, 374 O}Z! ot Mo Q. Ah, I haven't bought that one yet.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

SAH+ EEY + HAL verb — modifier ending = noun Hl. 3t=0l= SAHE YA 0| R 22
dongsa + HFY 2. We put the verb in front of the
gwanhyeonghyeong noun and change its ending. 0| &
+myeongsa Zgo|ztn s — the modifier form.
=/-2/-8 present - past - future modifier WS 2 LIEH = SAk= AlZtofl w2t 20] M|
-neun/-eun/-eul endings 7}X|0{| 2. For action verbs, the ending
changes with time — present, past, and
future.
=M the book (someone) is reading X2 st= C’E'%-E. o= * — the book I'm
ingneun chaek reading right now. 20 -=8 20|H = Q.
2 M the book (someone) read (past) ojo] B¢t A2 -2. {2 M —the book |
ilgeun chaek read, already finished. 2&0| o™
-20l0lla
20| A2t Helia The ending decides the time. OfZ] ot ot U2 -2. 22 M — the book I'll
kkeuchi siganeul read. 2N R, 20| A[ZHS HllQ — the
jeonghaeyo ending decides the time.
de -2 - s reading - read - will read JEiM 22 SAZEM E20/02 — 8=,
ingneun - ilgeun - 212, HE2. Same verb, three faces.
ilgeul
9Lt —> S (0)/ 'the food | ate' = H2, never ”’OFR 2 0= -A-2 et MR A=
HA2 (X) Hol2 k-2 6tLHH B2, The ending itself
meokda — meogeun carries the past.
ZhARZE - JhE ARRE- 2 the person who went - is going - HEXI0] @lO ™M EHEN K. 7T — ZH AlZt
NS will go (past), Z ARt (future). After a vowel it
gan saram - ganeun shrinks to -L and -2.

saram - gal saram
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Grammar / Structure Notes

SAb+ 2YY + AL — verb — modifier ending — noun

The verb describes the noun, like a relative clause.

=/2/-8
-= /-2 /-8 — present - past - future modifier endings

ES LIEtL = SAHE AlZH0)| 2t 20| M| 7LX[ 0| 2. For action verbs, the ending changes with time — present, past, and future.

el + =+ ™ — the book (someone) is reading

X2 ste 22 -=. 9= M — the book I'm reading right now. Z0]| -=2 £0|H = 2.

ojo| Bt e -2 22 M the book | read, already finished. ##%l0] Qo™ -20/0f| Q.

20| A|Zt2 HellQ — The ending decides the time.

Sl= (now) - 812 (already) - 212 (later)

Pronunciation Loop

L ilgeun chaek
2 M - [U2 M] ilgeun chaek
H= 24 meogeul eumsik

Self-Check

1 Say 2t three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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=/
Setting Up Background
and Soft Contrast

(Q)z Hola
The Korean Future Tense
and Plans

AR
Saying What You Want to
Do

T
Saying 'Also’, 'Too', and
'Even' in Korean

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time.

B1 Grammar: compare = / with this lesson
so the boundary becomes clearer.

A2 Grammar: compare (2)2 0| with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

A2 Grammar: compare 11 40{2 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Grammar: compare & with this lesson so
the boundary becomes clearer.
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Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-GRAM-CON-00
1

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
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=KOR-A2-GRAM-TNS-00
2

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-GRAM-END-00
1

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-00
6
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