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Two Ways to Say 'Only' and 'Nothing But'

_

B1 - Intermediate Grammar oyl / &
TOPIK 3 Particles Two Ways to Say 'Only’ and 'Nothing But'

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B1-GRAM-PRT-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPJAX4-C3P8

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Here’s my problem. | know 2t means only, so | want to say & 212t 10{R. But | keep hearing X i4t0f| 9101 2.
Why is it suddenly negative?

Z2 HE0/02. o2& both can feel like only, but Korean chooses different shapes for different feelings.
i

The big mistake is using 50l with a positive verb. In natural Korean, 5}0f| needs a negative ending, like
0o R, eralle, R .
Q509

but.

iy

A2 M 7tX|0| 2. Bt is neutral only, §0il is only with a negative verb, and #0|C} is it is only, or nothing

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana Q& 3|2/0]| &7t 2oiR? Who came to today’s meeting?

Korean Ladder study note - koreanladder.com Page 1


https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-B1-GRAM-PRT-002
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPJAX4-C3P8
https://www.koreanladder.com

koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

N N

Junho Tl Mol OF RHO1R. Only Minsu came.
Hana LR? 3t HEO0R? Really? Just one person?

| ox

Junho Ul J22HM IO 1 ER0 K. Yes. So we just drank coffee and ended
— it.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

gholl + 28 nothing but; only, with a The big mistake is using 90f| with a
bakke + bujeong negative verb positive verb. In natural Korean, 50f|

needs a negative ending, like 10 &, ot
e, RolR.

Ot/ gfol| / #o|C} three Korean ways to say “only” =9 HM2 M 7tX|0 2. Ttis neutral only,
man / bakke / g0l is only with a negative verb, and
ppunida #0|Ctis itis only, or nothing but.

N&fol| + gloje / et
e/ 2
N-bakke + eopseoyo
/ an haeyo / mot
haeyo

There is nothing but N; only N Let’s name the pattern first. 550l literally
points outside the limit, so with a
negative verb it means there is nothing

outside that one thing.

M gtoll gloie For example, ® &5H01 ¢{0{K. It sounds
cheon won-bakke like, sadly or surprisingly, | have only one
eopseoyo thousand won.

I only have 1,000 won.

AlZHstol gl I have nothing but time. Another one. A|Z+0] 81012 means | have
sigan-bakke no time. A|Zt5}0]| 81012 means | have
eopseoyo nothing but time.

2ol & 28 2N

20l pairs with a negative So &0i| plus 8101 is not just negative in

bakke <> bujeong expression meaning. It’s a grammar pair.

pyohyeon

Nt only N Exactly. Now compare 2, Btis simple and
N-man flexible. It does not require a negative

verb.

AI[2t oo R I drank only coffee. 7{T| 2t OFA01R means | drank only coffee.

keopi-man
masyeosseoyo
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It is neutral. No special feeling of
shortage is required.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

2o + 27

2ol + 28 — nothing but; only, with a negative verb

>t

M l8tof 21012 =1 have only 1,000 won

oF / 810l / 22O Ck

0OF / 5ol / #20|Ct — three Korean ways to say “only”

They overlap, but the grammar and nuance are different.

Nl + 81012 / St iR / £ e

Nerofl + §1oiR / 2t eiR / R SR — There is nothing but N; only N
o]l is normally followed by a negative expression.

M utof gloje

H 2l +ehof| + 1012 — 1 only have 1,000 won.

For example, H 540l 8101 Q. It sounds like, sadly or surprisingly, | have only one thousand won.
M Agtof gl

H @+ 4hof + 2102 — | have nothing but 1,000 won.

Notice the ending, 81012. That negative verb is not optional with 50| here.

Pronunciation Loop

M ALk o cheon won-bakke isseoyo
M tof gl cheon won-bakke eopseoyo
L& 0|0F neo-ppuniya

G ppun

Self-Check

1 Say g0l / & three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ofct/ A/ B1 Grammar: compare OFCt/ & /W with this Open lesson

Saying 'Each’, 'Per’, and lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

'Every' der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-GRAM-PRT-00
1

()= Al Grammar: compare (2)2 with this lesson Open lesson

Saying 'By', 'With', and so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

'Toward' in Korean der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-01
2

= Al Grammar: compare & with this lesson so Open lesson

Saying 'Also’, 'Too', and the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

'Even'in Korean der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-00
6

at Al Grammar: compare 2t with this lesson so Open lesson

Saying 'Only' and "Just the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

This' with the Particle 2t der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-01
1

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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