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Respectfully Naming Someone's Spouse and Home

_

Bl - Intermediate Honorifics AMEE/EH/HEM
TOPIK 3 Titles & Address Respectfully Naming Someone's Spouse and
Home

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B1-HON-ADR-003

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5AYHzvll4c

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Okay, real question. My boss invited me over, and | almost said 'your wife' and 'your house' like English. Is
that too plain in Korean?

=o

=2 ZEZ0[0|2. Korean doesn’t just translate ‘wife’ and ‘house’ — it often picks a more respectful noun for
someone’s spouse, home, or age.

Exactly. Today’s three words are At2'E, B and {24, Together, they keep respect smooth in Korean.

So the pattern is simple. When the person is above you, or older, Korean often upgrades the noun itself —
not only the verb ending.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana Q= ElEE o 7HLte? Are we going to the team leader’s
— house today?
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Junho Ul AF2 T QIALE2{OF S Q.
Hana o2 E AMCtn SR,
Junho O3 O ZH6HA QA ER K.
Hana & BEE HHoj 7tLte?
Junho Ul AR QIAL=2{0F S 2.
Hana o2 E AMCt D SRR,
Junho O O ZH6HAM QIAIEE K.

Yes. We should pay our respects to his
wife.

| heard an elder is there too.

Then let’s greet even more carefully.

Are we going to the team leader’s
house today?

Yes. We should pay our respects to his
wife.

| heard an elder is there too.

Then let’s greet even more carefully.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

AtRE - B o2 respectful nouns for a superior’s
sa-mo-nim - daek - wife, someone’s home, and
eo-reu-sin elders

Atz honorific for a superior’s wife
sa-mo-nim

AT EHH QIALEH R | pay my respects to At2 = / I’ll
sa-mo-nim-kke greet AlZE

in-sa-deu-ryeo-yo

AR + QIALEZ|CE respectful person + respectful

sa-mo-nim + greeting verb
in-sa-deu-ri-da

= honorific for someone else’s
daek home

o2 respectful term for an elder
eo-reu-sin

o224, 47| gteMla Sir/Ma’am — please sit here

eo-reu-sin, yeo-gi
an-jeu-se-yo
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So the pattern is simple. When the person
is above you, or older, Korean often
upgrades the noun itself — not only the
verb ending.

First word: At2'E. This is the respectful
way to talk about a superior’s wife — your
boss’s wife, your teacher’s wife, that
circle.

Listen to a natural line. AF2EH|
OIAER Q.

Got it. So At2H is the respectful noun,
and QA= R carries the respectful
greeting. Not just ‘hi, Mrs. whoever.’

Second word: =, This is the honorific
noun for someone else’s home.

Third word: {24!, This is a safe,
respectful way to refer to an older person
when you do not need a family title.

You might say {241, 07| 2FO M| K. Soft,
careful, and clear.
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common mistakes
eun-han sil-su

Now the catch — the places English
speakers usually slip.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

AbZY - 2 - of2 Al
AR - B - {24 — respectful nouns for a superior’s wife, someone’s home, and elders

Upgrade the noun, not only the ending

At

A2 — honorific for a superior’s wife

Boss - teacher - that circle

AT EH AAIER &

AR + T + QIAFEZ{R — | pay my respects to AF2E / I'll greet A2 E

Listen to a natural line. At2EH QIAER Q.

AMREH QAAIER R

AF2E +7H + QIAFER R — pay respects / give greetings — more respectful than a casual hi

Notice the verb too. QIAFEB{R is not a flat ‘I say hi.” In English, that means ‘I pay my respects to AF2E / Ill greet AtR
AR E + QIAFEE|C}

AR + QIAMEE|CEH — respectful person + respectful greeting verb

Noun and verb both carry respect

Pronunciation Loop

AT AAEZ 2 sa-mo-nim-kke in-sa-deu-ryeo-yo
EHO| OofC|MlR? daek-i eo-di-se-yo?
o241, 07| gfeMla eo-reu-sin, yeo-gi an-jeu-se-yo

Self-Check

1 SayAtRE /= /{E24 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Oz /2ol /g B1 Honorifics: compare 3% / 29l / &M with
The 'You' Words That Can this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.
Backfire

7|2 /07|12 /| HEAMR B1 Honorifics: compare M7|2 / 0{7|8 /
Getting Someone's O{E M| with this lesson so the boundary
Attention Politely becomes clearer.

st/ HAE 22l C1 Honorifics: compare #8t / #AL/ 221 with
Formal Written Address in this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.
Letters

= /M A2 Honorifics: compare ‘2 / M| with this

Korean Titles and Address lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

My Notes

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-HON-ADR-002

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-HON-ADR-001

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-HON-ADR-003

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-HON-ADR-001

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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