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When Koreans Mix £ and Y2t in One Breath

_

Bl - Intermediate Honorifics HHELH
TOPIK 3 Speech Levels When Koreans Mix 2 and 22 in One Breath

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B1-HON-LVL-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vTzbhi9M3B9I

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, here's something that's been driving me a little crazy. Sometimes a Korean person says 30 to me,
and then two seconds later says 10{. Same person. Same conversation. Did | do something wrong?
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22|z ol "HEL'Etn S8 K. P2 ECE HE2 vtak Half honorific, half casual.

Wait, so BtELY is a real thing with a name? | thought you had to pick one — polite or casual.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana of, &o{R? Oh, you're here? (polite tag)

Junho 4|, oHASIN| . Yes, hello.
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It's a bit cold today, isn't it? (drops the
)

Yes, it's really cold.
Please speak comfortably (= you may
use casual speech).

Oh, is that really okay?

Yes, of course.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

uh=Cy
banjondae

EoE o
jondaenmal <
banmal

-2
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haesseoyo
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0i(R)
haesseo(yo)

2+ ==y
yo +banmal =
banjondae

Lto| Xto|
nai chai

half-honorific speech — polite
and casual mixed together

polite speech <> casual speech

the politeness tag on the end of a
sentence

(I/you) did — polite

did — casual

did — the () is the politeness
switch

mixing the polite ending with
dropped endings in one talk

an age gap — the elder softens,
but not all the way
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F. Half honorific, half casual.
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Sial2 @ SttoR. O 22 'Q". The tiny 2
at the end is the whole game.

it

HE2 AR 07| 20l 'R'7t

HIU2 101" 'R'EWO|R. Just drop it.

Oh. So 30{2 and 0] are the same
words — the only difference is that little
2 riding on the end.

grope. JalA St ARZO| £ HE MS 4

Q0. That's EHELY.

A0, Ltol. LEO| 7} 22 AfZr0] 0f21 ARofA|
Hobll Yole, IR 2Hs| wae X3
SEtA9lR.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

| —
ZHiY gt polite speech <> casual speech

Real speech lives on a slider, not two buttons.

2

-2 — the politeness tag on the end of a sentence

Add 2 — polite. Drop £ — casual.
doje
g0 + 2 — (I/ you) did — polite

HAQ. EHHE2 'FoIR". 7] 20 'R'7t AN Q.

Pronunciation Loop

A01x? wasseoyo?

2t04? wasseo?

Self-Check

1 Say 2HECY three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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SHYAI 2K
The Formal Speech Level
for Announcements

ZAFRILICH/ = &g ct
Formal Thanks and
Apologies

2

Polite and Casual Korean

SHAIA|
The Familiar Speech Level
Elders Use

My Notes

B1 Honorifics: compare SHYAI2H| with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Honorifics: compare ZHAFgtL|C}/
Z|&3LICt with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Al Honorifics: compare 2 with this lesson so
the boundary becomes clearer.

C1 Honorifics: compare StAX| with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-HON-LVL-001

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-002

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-001

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-HON-LVL-001

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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