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Honorific Verbs for Illness and Passing

_

Bl - Intermediate Honorifics HEO ALt/ SOLIHAICE
TOPIK 3 Subject Honorifics Honorific Verbs for Illness and Passing

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-003

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2MSJUzKz_U

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

So here's my real problem. My host mother said her grandmother was sick, and | wanted to say "&fHL|7}
OfI}R' — but everyone winced. Why?

I've done that too. It's not wrong grammar — it just sounds a little... flat, like you're talking about a friend,
not an elder.

Thatinstinct is right. OFZL} is fine for you and me. But for an elder, Korean has a softer, more respectful
verb.

The word is HEQAILCE. In English, it means 'to be unwell' — it's the honorific of OtZL}, used only for
someone you respect.

Conversation Snapshot

T

Hana OFHX|HM RF & o{iHAR? How is your father these days?
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N R

Junho oo HEOM|R. el Ch 1 AM K.
Hana &, el LtoA|Z Hizte,

Junho A7t nolol HES HiL|Ct,

Ot SlENR. 0FZ0| ok,

Hana

He's quite unwell. He's going to the
hospital.

Oh no... I hope he recovers soon.

My deepest condolences (formal).

How hard this must be. My heart
aches.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

MEOAICE
pyeonchaneusida

to be unwell (honorific of OtZLY)

HIA honorific subject particle
kkeseo (replaces 0[/7})

HE+OAl+ 02 >
HEOMR

root + honorific Al + polite ending

___HIM HEOMR

[elder] is unwell

OfZM2 — MEOME  swap theverb, don'tjust add Al

the warm, proper choice

T - otnte

peers keep the plain verb

MEOAICE=elders -

OFZECt = peers

match the verb to the person
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The word is HEQAICE In English, it

means 'to be unwell' — it's the honorific
of OFZLL}, used only for someone you
respect.

And notice the subject changes too. For
elders we swap 0|/7} for the honorific
particle HA. So it becomes EHL|H| A,
not ZHL|7t.

Hear the shape: H#- plus -2A|- plus the
polite ending -0{2, blended into
MFOMR. The -Al- is the respect, built
rightin.

Z0tR. Same pattern every time — MH[A|
for the elder, & O AIC} for the illness.

Okay, let me reason it out. So | never add
-Al- to OFZL} and say OFZM|R — | switch
to the whole different verb, W& O A|C}?

U, exactly. OFZ M| isn't rude, but it feels
light for a grandparent. HE O N2 is the
warm, proper choice.

And for a friend my age, | just say O}ItR,
right? | don't want to sound stiff calling a
classmate HEOAN| 2.

el R. Save MAE QAL for elders and

respected people. For a friend, O}ItR is
perfect.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
HA O A|C}
I EO ALt — to be unwell (honorific of OFZL})
Only for elders / respected people
THI M
HAM — honorific subject particle (replaces 0l/7})
SHLZt— SHLHM
HAOA|C}
4O AICt — respect you can hear

care, not just grammar

SHLIHM HECH K.

— LS
SHHL| + HIM + ME O MR +. — Grandmother is unwell.
Let me show you a real sentence. ZHL|HIM HEQM|R. In English, 'Grandmother is unwell.'
HE+2A[+0{2 »> HEOM R
M+ OAl+0{2 » HEOM L — root + honorific Al + polite ending

The A| carries the respect

Pronunciation Loop

m Kb

doMR pyeonchaneuseyo
SHLHM HES MR halmeoni-kkeseo pyeonchaneuseyo
LHEOHR ...pyeonchaneuseyo

Self-Check

1 Say WEOA|C}/ SO07LAICE three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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-(Q)Al- B1 Honorifics: compare -(2)Al- with this Open lesson
Adding the Honorific Infix lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
to Any Verb der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-002

HA|CH/ EACH/ F=2AICH/ B1 Honorifics: compare AlA|Ct/ EAICH/ Open lesson
il RSP ZBAICtH/ HMl / FIX] with this lesson so the https://www.koreanlad
Special Honorific Words boundary becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-001

Korean Honorifics A2 Honorifics: compare Korean Honorifics Open lesson
N2 and A with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A2-HON-SUB-001

2 =Y C1 Honorifics: compare ZHd & with this Open lesson
L5 - AN - Holl = 20(7] lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-HON-SUB-002

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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