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ot / ofnie} / B2

Respectfully Referring to Someone Else's Parents

_

Bl - Intermediate Honorifics OtH'e / OjHE / R EHE
TOPIK 3 Subject Honorifics Respectfully Referring to Someone Else's
Parents

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-005

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pkCDm1XzGSk

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Here is my real-life panic question: if ’'m talking about my coworker’s dad, can | say 214~ M| O}tt? Or does
that sound too casual?

Z2 AZ0[0[R. In adult Korean, T~ M| Ottt can sound like you are talking in a childlike or very casual way.
A safer respectful phrase is 215~ M| OFH'E. If it is his mother, 2l M| O{H .

REo| A2 Ho|of| 2. Ot X| becomes OFH'E, and H{HL| becomes HH'E, when you elevate someone else’s
parent.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana E2 M, 2EHHM= Z XL R? Junho, are your parents doing well?
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e e

Junho

Hana

Junho

U, Z XA . St W REEHHME
UEBHAR?

i, ZAr L. {HENM RF 252 A5 SHHIK.

ZUIR. O EMHAM = 20| StMIR?

Yes, they’re doing well. Hana, your
parents are healthy too, right?

Yes, thank you. My mother has been
exercising often these days.

That’s nice. Does your father do it with
her too?

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

Q= M| OFH'H / Bl
o

Minsu ssi abeoni
Minsu ssi eomeo

OFH{X| — O]
ofmL| - ojHl

£ M Minsu’s father / Minsu’s mother,
respectfully

m/

nim

father — respected father /
mother — respected mother

abeoji — abeonim /

eomeoni —
eomeonim

Ll = =0l
=l = |

nim =nopim

=] L
R

bumonim

DU~ M| OHH =HH M
N0

Minsu ssi
abeonimkkeseo
0Sye0sseoyo

OfHEHMAM 2402

abeonimkkeseo
0Syeosseoyo

X% M OfHEIH A
Hastuloe
Jiyeong ssi
eomeonimkkese

= marks respect or elevation

parents, respectfully

Minsu’s father came.

Father came, respectfully.

Jiyeong’s mother called.

oje

onhwahasyeosseoyo

2T W 2D A
ool AN
Sujin ssi

Sujin’s parents are in Korea.

bumonimkkeseo
Hanguge gyeseyo
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A safer respectful phrase is 2!4= M| Ot
If it is his mother, 312= M| O{H Y.

2509 S 2 E0[0| . OFHX| becomes
OtHE, and O{THL| becomes O{HE, when
you elevate someone else’s parent.

So it is not just fancy vocabulary. It
changes the social distance and respect
level.

StotR. And for both parents together,
Korean usually says 2.

Listen first. @l== W OFHEHHM 241012,
This means, Minsu’s father came,
respectfully.

Here, OtH{ Y is the respectful noun, and
A is the honorific subject particle.
M0 is the honorific verb form of 2L}

Now the mother. X|& M| O{T{ £ 7H| A
H3tstalo] 2. Jiyeong’s mother called,
respectfully.

And both parents. %I M| 22 EHH A S0
HAMIL. Sujin’s parents are in Korea,
respectfully.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

Dl M| OFEH'E / Bl M| O{H'H
2l M| OFH'E / 213 W O{H'E — Minsu’s father / Minsu’s mother, respectfully

Use '= on kinship words when referring to someone else’s parent respectfully.

OftHX| — OftH'e O{HL| — O{H

OttHX| — OfH{ '
O{HL| — O{{'d — father — respected father / mother — respected mother

=l adds respect to the person you are referring to.

— =0
IT 1

o gCc

== — | marks respect or elevation

Especially important with someone else’s family.

o

B — parents, respectfully

25 means parents. 2 makes it respectful.

Dl M O EHM 240{ 2

Ol M + OFHY + HIA + LA0{2 — Minsu’s father came.

Listen first. 215~ M| Ot A 24 0{ K. This means, Minsu’s father came, respectfully.

Pronunciation Loop

_ Howto praCtice

QU= M| OFHEHTHIM 241012 Minsu ssi abeonimkkeseo osyeosseoyo

Ot EHTH A abeonimkkeseo

O EHMAM 24l012 abeonimkkeseo osyeosseoyo

X|g M| ofHEHM HstsH oI Jiyeong ssi eomeonimkkeseo jeonhwahasyeosseoyo

Self-Check

1 SayOlHE /o{HE / 22 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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(2)Al-
Adding the Honorific Infix
to Any Verb

AAITH/ EACt/ FRAICH/
AN/ ZIX]
Special Honorific Words

2| 22EHHA
Speaking About Your Own
Family with Honorifics

MHEOAIC}H/ ZSOFIHAICE
Honorific Verbs for Illness
and Passing

My Notes

B1 Honorifics: compare -(2)Al- with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

B1 Honorifics: compare AlA|Ct/ EAICH/
ZE2AICt/ HAM| / TIX| with this lesson so the
boundary becomes clearer.

B1 Honorifics: compare $2| 22 =H A with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

B1 Honorifics: compare W& O A|C}/
EO0FZFA|CH with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-002

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-001

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-004

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-003

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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