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X.ZFX AHOF
CHE - d R A
Stressing the Contrasted Word

_

Bl - Intermediate Pronunciation CH= -2 A
TOPIK 3 Intonation Stressing the Contrasted Word

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B1-PRON-INT-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FNN_DzpnPo

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real story. Last week a Korean friend thought | was blaming her for something. | said the right words.
So what went wrong?

| think | know. &2 Wt=0|, ZZX7t EX0{ K. The sentence was right, but the stress was in the wrong place.
Stress? | thought Korean was pretty flat. Like, no word ever gets a big push.

CHo] QHof M= HHotR. HO{XE Heli Tl ZMl= 2101 2. Inside a single word, that's true. There's no fixed stress like
in English. J21M| 2% Qtoj A& Z2tR. But inside a sentence, it's different.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Junho SHLE M, Of I SHLE M7} At0{R7? Hana, did you buy this coffee?

Hana OtL|R, M7t ofL|2t "Bl M7t A1 K. No, not me — MINSU bought it.
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Junho Of, B~ M7} 2HH| & At01R2

Hana OfL|S, 2HEf| 210 'otH|2[ 7t 'S MoK,
Junho JH L2 HIH M.

Hana OtR. LHY S F= M k2|0l 2.

| ot

Oh, Minsu bought lattes?

No, not lattes — AMERICANOS.

Then tomorrow, I'LL buy.

Sounds good. Tomorrow it's your turn.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

hx 2%

daejo gangjo

g2 =012, == Z24|
eumeul nopigo,

jogeum gilge

YZ Fle S0 WY
gangjo dwineun
natgo
pyeongpyeonghage

H7F oA 2o
jega eoje gasseoyo

Ao 2O Xt FMR
keopi malgo cha
juseyo

Am| 20K F=AH R
keopi malgo CHA
juseyo

LHZ} OfL| 2t '7H' 7} 3o
naega anira GYAE-ga
haesseo

contrastive stress

Raise the pitch + stretch it a little

After the peak: low and flat

| went yesterday.

Not coffee — TEA, please.

Stressing the Contrasted Word

English: louder - Korean: higher
+longer

Stressing the Contrasted Word
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O|A| tHZ= Z =0 2. We call this contrastive

stress. 22 MELt 1X|= FHo &2 FKQ.

You push the word that's new, or the
word that corrects someone.

LH2 F7HK02. 82 =011, =27 24l
Raise the pitch, and stretch the word a
little. Not just louder.

J2|0 Bzt ol Fl= % WHSHA It
After the stressed word, the rest of the
sentence drops low and flat. That drop is
what makes the peak stand out.

Let's hear one sentence three ways. X7t
O{H| 2401 R. | went yesterday.

StLHC E7tR. AHm]| 20 'K =M. Not
coffee. TEA, please.

o7|M "KH7F DXz HER. AHe =0 25
ZA|, =M 2= S Tea is the correction,
so it goes high and a bit long. FM|2 stays
low.

0o|C|0f&= Z0LR. The idea is the same.
O3 Foj= 2212 2A dHK. English
leans on loudness. $I=20{= & =0|2t
20|17t £2381R. Korean leans more on
pitch and length.

SotR. O2|1 ZZ&g Thof Aol M oFF B A
/0= £0t2. Atiny pause before the
stressed word also helps. L7t OfL|2},
"TH' 71 HOH.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

LHZF OFL| 2t 7' 7L 1O,

LHZ} OFL|2E'7H' 7k 3101, — It wasn't me — THEY did it.

Peak on 7H: higher pitch + a little longer.

CHE 24X

CHE 2 X — contrastive stress

Stress the NEW or CORRECTING word.

22 =01, == 24|

22 =0|1, =2 Z A — Raise the pitch + stretch it a little

Louder alone is not enough.

~
2 5= S0 WS — After the peak: low and flat
The drop makes the peak easy to hear.
M7t OofH| 2ol 2
M|+ 7t + OfH| + 2t + {2 — | went yesterday.

Let's hear one sentence three ways. M7} 01X 2t0{2. | went yesterday.

Pronunciation Loop

Ao 20 R TS, keopi malgo CHA juseyo
LHZt OfL|2F'7H' 7L 2HOq. naega anira GYAE-ga haesseo
QE0| OfL|2}H 'L Y BHLtR. oneuri anira NAEIL mannayo

Self-Check

1 SayOf=E-Z=E A2 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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& Hof
Wh-Question Intonation
Without a Rising End

27te|2 ofgf
-X|? [ -ZOF? [ -&?
Tag-Question Pitch

7

22 22(HEE0|HRe
ZEAH 2

Statement vs

Soft-Question Pitch on
Polite Fragments

My Notes

B1 Pronunciation: compare ¥ H0{ with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

B1 Pronunciation: compare £712|2 2 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare 72 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare ZHARH R with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-PRON-INT-00
1

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-PRON-INT-00
3

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-001

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-005
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