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Korean Counters for Everything
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Bl - Intermediate Vocabulary H/E /o2 /T A
TOPIK 3 Numbers & Counting Korean Counters for Everything

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B1-VOCAB-NUM-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ul0z97R_Wxw

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real talk. In English | just say two coffees, three books, four dogs. Why does Korean need a special little
word stuck in there?

Right? | tried to order and said & #I|, and the barista just smiled politely. What did | miss?

Z£2 Z20|0|K. Great question. Korean almost always puts a counter, a measure word, between the number
and what you're counting. You don't say two coffee. You say coffee, two cups.

Think of it like English two cups of coffee or three sheets of paper. English does it sometimes; Korean does it
almost every time.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana oM 2MQ. & 20|MHR? Welcome. How many people?
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Junho FHo|Q. J2|1 I & T TN L.
Hana 4, Alo| 2 EENR?
Junho Hl, #Alo[= ot 7 FMIK.

Two people. And two coffees, please.

Sure, would you like cake too?

Yes, one piece of cake, please.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

HIO| & =t two cups of coffee

keopi du jan

BAL+ =Xt + TR noun + number + counter
myeongsa + sutja +

danwi

ChR| HAL counter / measure word

danwi myeongsa

S2AAE M=L}of| 2t the counter changes with what
CheI7tEEte you count
mueoseul

seneunyaye ttara
danwiga dallayo

A things / objects (general)
gae

H people

myeong

ot2| animals

mari

Zt cups / glasses of a drink
jan

Free Korean study note - koreanladder.com

Z2 Z20|0|R. Great question. Korean
almost always puts a counter, a measure
word, between the number and what
you're counting. You don't say two
coffee. You say coffee, two cups.

Think of it like English two cups of coffee
or three sheets of paper. English does it
sometimes; Korean does it almost every
time.

QE2| HA2 the| HALG K. Today's core
idea is the counter word, £t EAL. In
English we'd call it a measure word.

And the counter you pick depends on
what you're counting. People, animals,
flat things, drinks, books. Each has its
favorite counter.

CHA 712 718 Q. Let's learn five. 7H is for
general things and objects. 7l is your safe
default.

& is for people. B means people, and it is
used for counting persons politely.

ok2] is for animals, like dogs, cats, fish,
and birds. OF2|0f| 2.

Ztis for cups and glasses of a drink, like
coffee, tea, or water. Zt.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

| &
7{I| = Tt — two cups of coffee

noun + number + counter

A+ 27+ EH)

HAF + 2X} + 9| — noun + number + counter

the basic counting frame

£tQ| HAL — counter / measure word

the word that matches the object

FAE M=Lof| th2t Tl o Zate

FOUE M=Lof w2t T 7t ZE2lR — the counter changes with what you count

And the counter you pick depends on what you're counting. People, animals, flat things, drinks, books. Each has its favorite counter.
7

7§ — things / objects (general)

the safe default counter

Pronunciation Loop

A0 £ TN keopi du jan juseyo

Zt jan

n2ko| A Or2| Ao goyangi se mari isseoyo
A otz| se mari

Self-Check

1 SayZH/ & /0Ot2|/ Tt/ H three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

Counting in Korean
Native vs Sino Numbers

SS/71R9 B
Getting Around While
Traveling

mz| / by / 20| ofmte
Body Parts and Saying
Where It Hurts

SAotTt / BRI/

Saying How You Really
Feel

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

Al Vocabulary: compare Counting in Korean
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

B1 Vocabulary: compare 3% / 7|Xtd / E with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

B1 Vocabulary: compare Mz2| / tf / 20| o1t
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

B1 Vocabulary: compare £4stct / 2HEFSHCE/

B =St with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.
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Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
01

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-VOCAB-TRV-0
01

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-VOCAB-BOD-0
01

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-VOCAB-EMO-0
01
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