%3\ Korean Ladder
Korean 4 Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time.

Korean Ladder Study Note

T/

Korean Emoticons and Tone in Text

_

B2 - Colloquial T/
Upper-Intermediate Texting Korean Emoticons and Tone in Text
TOPIK 4

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-TXT-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2Dof89NUEM

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

| once answered a Korean friend with just 4|, and suddenly it felt like | had slammed a door.

And | thought & & just meant laughing, but sometimes it seems more like, please do not read this too
sharply.

SF0tR. Korean texting often adds small emotional cushions. In English, punctuation does some of that work.
In Korean, T, A and & & often doit.

Q=9 M2 ojO|2Ct HEW K. The key is not only what the symbols mean, but how they change the feel of
the message.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana 25 Xz 2L T4 £+ A0RQ? Could you send me today's materials?
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Junho Ul Yes.

Hana 3 AUA EE = A0 K. That can sound a little cold.

Junho 4|, HIZ2 ELHEZ A AN Yes, I will send them right away. A
Hana 2= F3t 22 R? Want to watch a movie today?
Junho E2EYs N Lotass I think today may be a bit hard. s &

Hana HEorR. CHSofl Bte. It is okay. Let's watch next time.
Junho oY T Thank you. T

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

I /M) SsS sad-soft / friendly-soft / arotQ. Korean texting often adds small

— laugh-soft emotional cushions. In English,
punctuation does some of that work. In
Korean, v, M and & & often do it.

LEIEHEINR The tone changes. =0 A2 Of0|EL HEHR. The key is
maltuga dallajyeoyo not only what the symbols mean, but
how they change the feel of the message.

T crying, sad, sorry, soft emotional First, w1 is not only crying. It can mean |
— tone am sad, sorry, embarrassed, touched, or
asking you to read me gently.

=OIM Z| &SR I am sorry | am late. T For example, £0{A Z[&3 21 means |
neujeoseo am sorry | am late, with a softer, regretful
joesonghaeyo T feeling.

ojetsf @ Sorry. T So 1 can be like, please hear that | feel
mianhaeyo T bad, not like | am sobbing into my phone.
9|9l =2 A I think I will be late to the 2rotR. But use it carefully in formal work
ZEL{Chr meeting. T messages. Too much T can sound
hoeui-e neujeul geot childish or too emotional for the setting.

gatseumnida T

SOl L| A | confirmed it. A For example, 24 &LICHA means |
hwaginhaetseumnid confirmed it, with a polite smile. It feels
a warmer than &I ELICt by itself.
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AZSL|CEAA Understood. A If I send ¥ZAE&LICHAA to a coworker, | am
algetseumnida " not flirting. | am just making it less dry.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
T /M) SS

T /M [ $ S — sad-soft / friendly-soft / laugh-soft
These are tone markers, not just decorations.
YEILHEINR

UETJ L2t L — The tone changes.

In texting, tone can be encoded visually.

LD

T — crying, sad, sorry, soft emotional tone
Often less dramatic than literal crying.

SOM ZSH LT

SO0 M Z|S8H T — I am sorry | am late. T
The 7T adds regret and softness.

O|Qts 2

O|ets 2 — Sorry. T

Softens an apology.

Pronunciation Loop

oot 2 mianhaeyo T
™ It is seen in text, not normally spoken in conversation.
golgaLCt hwaginhaetseumnida A*

Self-Check

1 Say 1 /three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

oA/ /A=A B1 Colloquial: compare o=/ 7171/ A3 with Open lesson
Reading Korean Text and this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.  https://www.koreanlad
Chat Abbreviations der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-COLLOQ-TXT-
001
-2 Hof/-= HX| /- &4 B2 Colloquial: compare -2 7{0f /-= 7{X| /- Open lesson
Spoken Contractions of A 4 with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-CTR-
001
QIM;/ OLME/ ZHE M}/ B B2 Colloquial: compare Q14 / OFM} / ZHE M/ Open lesson
Trendy Korean Internet ZH™ with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad
Slang becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-SLG-
002
o /oyt / Tt B2 Colloquial: compare & / chg} / It with Open lesson
Everyday Korean Slang this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.  https://www.koreanlad
Reactions der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-SLG-
001

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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