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Korean Ladder Study Note

ㅠㅠ /
Korean Emoticons and Tone in Text

Level Topic Focus

B2 ·
Upper-Intermediate
TOPIK 4

Colloquial
Texting

ㅠㅠ /
Korean Emoticons and Tone in Text

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-TXT-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2Dof89NUEM

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
I once answered a Korean friend with just 네, and suddenly it felt like I had slammed a door.

And I thought ㅎㅎ just meant laughing, but sometimes it seems more like, please do not read this too
sharply.

맞아요. Korean texting often adds small emotional cushions. In English, punctuation does some of that work.
In Korean, ㅠㅠ, ^^, and ㅎㅎ often do it.

오늘의 핵심은 의미보다 말투예요. The key is not only what the symbols mean, but how they change the feel of
the message.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 오늘 자료 보내 주실 수 있어요?
—

Could you send me today's materials?

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-TXT-001
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2Dof89NUEM
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Junho 네.
—

Yes.

Hana 조금 차갑게 들릴 수 있어요.
—

That can sound a little cold.

Junho 네, 바로 보내드릴게요^^
—

Yes, I will send them right away. ^^

Hana 오늘 영화 볼래요?
—

Want to watch a movie today?

Junho 오늘은 좀 힘들 것 같아요ㅎㅎ
—

I think today may be a bit hard. ㅎㅎ

Hana 괜찮아요. 다음에 봐요.
—

It is okay. Let's watch next time.

Junho 고마워요ㅠㅠ
—

Thank you. ㅠㅠ

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

ㅠㅠ / ^^ / ㅎㅎ
—

sad-soft / friendly-soft /
laugh-soft

맞아요. Korean texting often adds small
emotional cushions. In English,
punctuation does some of that work. In
Korean, ㅠㅠ, ^^, and ㅎㅎ often do it.

말투가 달라져요
maltuga dallajyeoyo

The tone changes. 오늘의 핵심은 의미보다 말투예요. The key is
not only what the symbols mean, but
how they change the feel of the message.

ㅠㅠ
—

crying, sad, sorry, soft emotional
tone

First, ㅠㅠ is not only crying. It can mean I
am sad, sorry, embarrassed, touched, or
asking you to read me gently.

늦어서 죄송해요ㅠㅠ
neujeoseo
joesonghaeyo ㅠㅠ

I am sorry I am late. ㅠㅠ For example, 늦어서 죄송해요ㅠㅠ means I
am sorry I am late, with a softer, regretful
feeling.

미안해요ㅠㅠ
mianhaeyo ㅠㅠ

Sorry. ㅠㅠ So ㅠㅠ can be like, please hear that I feel
bad, not like I am sobbing into my phone.

회의에 늦을 것
같습니다ㅠㅠ
hoeui-e neujeul geot
gatseumnida ㅠㅠ

I think I will be late to the
meeting. ㅠㅠ

맞아요. But use it carefully in formal work
messages. Too much ㅠㅠ can sound
childish or too emotional for the setting.

확인했습니다^^
hwaginhaetseumnid
a ^^

I confirmed it. ^^ For example, 확인했습니다^^ means I
confirmed it, with a polite smile. It feels
warmer than 확인했습니다 by itself.
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Word Meaning Example

알겠습니다^^
algetseumnida ^^

Understood. ^^ If I send 알겠습니다^^ to a coworker, I am
not flirting. I am just making it less dry.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
ㅠㅠ / ^^ / ㅎㅎ
ㅠㅠ / ^^ / ㅎㅎ — sad-soft / friendly-soft / laugh-soft

These are tone markers, not just decorations.

말투가 달라져요
말투가 달라져요 — The tone changes.

In texting, tone can be encoded visually.

ㅠㅠ
ㅠㅠ — crying, sad, sorry, soft emotional tone

Often less dramatic than literal crying.

늦어서 죄송해요ㅠㅠ
늦어서 죄송해요ㅠㅠ — I am sorry I am late. ㅠㅠ

The ㅠㅠ adds regret and softness.

미안해요ㅠㅠ
미안해요ㅠㅠ — Sorry. ㅠㅠ

Softens an apology.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

미안해요 mianhaeyo ㅠㅠ

ㅠㅠ It is seen in text, not normally spoken in conversation.

확인했습니다 hwaginhaetseumnida ^^

Self-Check
1 Say ㅠㅠ / three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Lesson Why study it next Link

ㅇㅋ / ㄱㄱ / ㅋㅋ
Reading Korean Text and
Chat Abbreviations

B1 Colloquial: compare ㅇㅋ / ㄱㄱ / ㅋㅋ with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-COLLOQ-TXT-
001

-ㄹ 거야 / -는 거지 / -ㄴ 걸
Spoken Contractions of 것

B2 Colloquial: compare -ㄹ 거야 / -는 거지 / -ㄴ
걸 with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-CTR-
001

인싸 / 아싸 / 갑분싸 / 꿀잼
Trendy Korean Internet
Slang

B2 Colloquial: compare 인싸 / 아싸 / 갑분싸 /
꿀잼 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-SLG-
002

헐 / 대박 / 진짜
Everyday Korean Slang
Reactions

B2 Colloquial: compare 헐 / 대박 / 진짜 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-SLG-
001

My Notes
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