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컴백 / 음방 / 직캠 / 응원법
How the K-Pop Industry Actually Works

Level Topic Focus

B2 ·
Upper-Intermediate
TOPIK 4

Culture
K-Drama & K-Pop

컴백 / 음방 / 직캠 / 응원법
How the K-Pop Industry Actually Works

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-B2-CULTURE-MED-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcNUNVRbE1I

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Okay, real talk. I open a K-pop article and it's English until suddenly — 컴백, 음방, 직캠, 응원법. What ARE
these?

좋은 질문이에요. 이건 팬 슬랭이 아니에요. In English, these aren't fandom slang — they're the real industry
words.

네 단어예요. 컴백은 시간, 음방은 장소, 직캠은 영상, 응원법은 소리. Four words: a time, a place, a video, and a
sound.

So it's not literally coming back to a place. 컴백해요 means a new release, new promotions — the whole
return.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 그 팀 다음 주에 컴백해요.
—

That team comes back next week.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-B2-CULTURE-MED-001
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcNUNVRbE1I
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Junho 알아요. 첫 음방 무대 기대돼요.
—

I know. I can't wait for the first
music-show stage.

Hana 직캠 나오면 바로 볼 거예요.
—

When the fancam drops, I'll watch it
right away.

Junho 응원법도 미리 외워요.
—

Let's memorize the chant in advance
too.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

컴백 · 음방 · 직캠 ·
응원법
—

a time · a place · a video · a
sound

네 단어예요. 컴백은 시간, 음방은 장소, 직캠은
영상, 응원법은 소리. Four words: a time, a
place, a video, and a sound.

컴백해요
keombaekhaeyo

How the K-Pop Industry Actually
Works

먼저 컴백. From English 'comeback.' 새
앨범으로 다시 활동을 시작해요. When an
artist 컴백해요, they return with new
music.

컴백 = 새 앨범 + 활동
시작
—

comeback = new album +
promotions begin

So it's not literally coming back to a
place. 컴백해요 means a new release, new
promotions — the whole return.

컴백 = 시간/시기
—

comeback = the timing of a
return

Got it — 컴백 is the TIME word. It marks
the return, the era. 다음 달에 컴백해요.

음방 = 음악방송
eumbang = eumak
bangsong

music show (TV broadcast) 두 번째, 음방. 음악방송의 줄임말이에요. It's
short for 음악방송 — a TV music-show
broadcast.

음악방송
eumak bangsong

music broadcast → shortened to
음방 (음 + 방)

줄임말을 볼까요. 음악의 '음', 방송의 '방'. We
take 음 from 음악 and 방 from 방송 — 음방.

음방 1위
eumbang irwi

How the K-Pop Industry Actually
Works

So 1위 is 'first place,' and it sounds like
이뤼 — 음방에서 1위. Winning on a music
show.

음방 = 무대 + 순위
—

music show = stages + rankings 좋아요. 음방은 무대와 순위가 있는 방송이에요.
A music show has stages and rankings.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
컴백 · 음방 · 직캠 · 응원법
컴백 · 음방 · 직캠 · 응원법 — a time · a place · a video · a sound

Four pillars of a K-pop release

컴백 = 새 앨범 + 활동 시작
컴백 = 새 앨범 + 활동 시작 — comeback = new album + promotions begin

Not just 'returning' physically

그 그룹이 다음 달에 컴백해요.
그 그룹이 + 다음 달에 + 컴백해요 + . — That group makes a comeback next month.

예문이에요. 그 그룹이 다음 달에 컴백해요. That group comes back next month — new album.

컴백 = 시간/시기
컴백 = 시간/시기 — comeback = the timing of a return

a 'when'

완벽해요.
완벽해요. — Perfect.

맞아요. 완벽해요. One down.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

컴백해요 keombaekhaeyo

음방 1위 eumbang irwi

다음 달에 컴백해요. da-eum dare keombaekhaeyo.

음방에서 1위 했어요. eumbangeseo irwi haesseoyo.

Self-Check
1 Say 컴백 / 음방 / 직캠 / 응원법 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Lesson Why study it next Link

K-드라마 단골 대사
Phrases You Always Hear
in K-Dramas

A2 Culture: compare K-드라마 단골 대사 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-CULTURE-ME
D-001

K-팝 첫걸음
아이돌 / 그룹 / 데뷔 for New
Fans

A1 Culture: compare K-팝 첫걸음 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ME
D-001

노래방 문화
Korea's Karaoke Rooms
and Song Etiquette

B1 Culture: compare 노래방 문화 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-CULTURE-ME
D-003

드라마 속 사투리
부산·전라 말투를 알아듣기

C1 Culture: compare 드라마 속 사투리 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-CULTURE-ME
D-002

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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