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AL/ TAF ) 2

Humbling Your Own Company in Business Korean

_

B2 - Honorifics AR/ THIAL ) A
Upper-Intermediate Humble Forms Humbling Your Own Company in Business
TOPIK 4 Korean

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B2-HON-HUM-003

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BnHMdWXq300

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Okay, real mistake. | emailed a partner and wrote #At= AESHIELICE | meant our company would review
it. Why did my coworker wince?

OF, 2H0 Q. HAtE MTH S| AtH K. You used the honorific for their company about your own company. So it
sounded like you were praising yourself.

Today's pattern is simple. In formal business Korean, you lower your own side and raise the other side.
Nouns do a lot of that work.

22| 2|AL B0l = SAL HIAL X3| 2|AFE M K. In English, those mark our company as the humble side.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana HAF AR E BFELICE We received your company's quote
— well.
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N R

Junho U, ZrAretLich L™ 2 of Lk

Hana A= L K| 2|8 e8| &L Ct
Junho LZELICE TS HtZ S |RStELICE
Hana HAF AR M B HASLICE

Junho dl, ZArELIC LE2 oy LIt?
Hana AN = LS FIHK| o MRS .

Junho LAELICL PSP H 2 SRS

Yes, thank you. How is the schedule?

Our company will reply by next week.

Understood. I'll share it with you right
away.

We received your company's quote
well.

Yes, thank you. How is the schedule?

Our company will reply by next week.

Understood. I'll share it with you right
away.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

X71Z | /&4t E T
jagi jjok / sangdae
jjok

AL TAL - ME] 2 A
dangsa - pyesa -
jeohui hoesa

HAF & GAL/ T AL
gwisa <> dangsa /
pyesa

A4 - 20l

sosaeng - bonin

2M = 3lo| 2=
munseo # hoeui
maltu

219f: X3 2|At/ 2M:
AL A}

hoeui: jeohui hoesa /
munseo:

dangsa- pyesa

Own side down / other side up

our company (formal / humble /
spoken-formal)

your company <> our company

humble | - 1/the undersigned

Writing style # meeting talk

Meeting: X8| /At / Documents:
SEAL- A}
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Today's pattern is simple. In formal
business Korean, you lower your own
side and raise the other side. Nouns do a
lot of that work.

22| ZAFZ0l= GAL THAL M3 2ALE MKe.
In English, those mark our company as
the humble side.

And their company gets #{At. So if | say
H At about us, I've flipped the ladder.

AAMO| RI™ ekt |.M§[_||:|. RS
O|H| Yol M= 22l0| I E3HK. In English,
E09lis the humble | on forms and careful
emails.

o ZAtis normal formal for our company,
H| AL is extra humble, and A4 or 2901
lowers the writer. Got it — but when do |
say these out loud?

Good question. In a spoken meeting, X3
3| Atis usually safer and more natural.
ZhAt can appear, but HAF and 28 sound
like paper Korean if you force them into
casual talk.
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HAL+ ZLEH/ SAL+ raise them when asking / humble
=2\t us when giving

gwisa + yeojjeupda /

dangsa + deurida

At AIEHO R Due to our company's
pyesa sajeongeuro--:  circumstances:-
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Hear the pair: #/At with ({&L}. You raise
their side and lower your asking. That is
the business choreography.

Yes. That sentence apologizes by
lowering our organization first. Very
business Korean.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

X21% | /& T

X721 % | /A Z 1 — Own side down / other side up

Core business honorific move

AL - HIAL - X3 2| Ap

SEAL - H|AL - X3 3| A} — our company (formal / humble / spoken-formal)

All point to our side

FHAL & GAL/ T AL

AL <> ZAL/ HIA}F — your company <> our company

Never swap these sides

A= HE = 2 MEZ|JSLICE

AL+ =+ HE + 2 + 3 AEE|PELICH+ . — Our company will review it and reply.
First, 2AL In contracts and formal emails, &AF means our company — the party on our side.
A= HE = 2 MEE|JSLICE

YA+ =+ HE + 2+ 2MEZ|FELICH+ . — Our company will review it and reply.

EAts ZE 2 2 AEZ|ZSLICE o7 M SAts 22| 2[At0 Q. And 2| A E2|ZESLICE pairs it with a humble verb — we give the reply down,
politely.

Pronunciation Loop

YAt= RIS S dangsa-neun hwaginhagetseumnida.
AN = 2 M ER|ZELC dangsa-eseoneun hoesin-deurigetseumnida.
HAFAPEO 2 =AUELICE pyesa sajeongeuro neujeotseumnida.

Self-Check

1 Say AL/ HA}/ 24 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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E2|ct/ 3o/ o 2ot
Humble Forms That Show
Respect

AT/ = S5HX 2/
CHEO0| ofL| 2t
Softening a Request
Humbly

colEaAQ / ofgue
2He
L2 wxs 7|2 B3

[

DAICH/ 2|/ 2 220t
Elevated Humble
Vocabulary

B2 Honorifics: compare E2|Ct / &ICt / o{% £ Tt
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

B2 Honorifics: compare &&{|gL|C}/
Z|&SHX| 2k / CHE O] OFL| 2} with this lesson so
the boundary becomes clearer.

A2 Honorifics: compare T2t=EEA IR /
%2t 27t with this lesson so the
boundary becomes clearer.

C1 Honorifics: compare ZA|CH/ S2|C}/ 2
22|Ct with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-HON-HUM-00
1

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-HON-HUM-00
2

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-HON-HUM-00
2

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-HON-HUM-00
1

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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