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The Plain Style for Writing and News

_

B2 - Honorifics QIE|
Upper-Intermediate Speech Levels The Plain Style for Writing and News
TOPIK 4

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B2-HON-LVL-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgEkCQpczNO

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Okay, here's my real question. | open a Korean newspaper and every verb ends in 3tCt — no , no &LILCt. Is
the writer being rude to me?

Same. In speech, dropping & sounds blunt. But a whole book written that way? My brain says danger.

Z£2 ZZ0|0|R. O|A| HFZ sH2tH[0| 2. The plain style. 20| OtL|2} =2| 7|2 ZF0 2 — it's the default voice of
written Korean.

si2tdlE ofClofl £7t27? ME, dlHlo], 7], A4, 2|1 M2t News, essays, diaries, novels, and your own inner
thoughts.

Conversation Snapshot

__

S M, SHE0| Y7|E {EA MR? Junho, how do students write their
diaries?

ot

Hana

| HM

’
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Junho CHE 2 S22 HojQ. ol E E0 'E TFE Most write in SH2tA| — like 'l met a
THCE! friend today.'

Hana SotR. 'BHto{ K7t OfL[2t 'BHACH O 2. Right — not BHto{R but BHELLT.

Junho T2 Aok 2reh w akto] "2t n s Q. But talking to a friend, you'd say
— DR

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

2k the plain style — base voice of Z2 HZ0[0f |R O|7| HE=Z sH2FH|0 K. The
haerache writing plain style. 20| OFL|2} 22| 7|2 HE0 R —
it's the default voice of written Korean.
AE - of|Mlo] - &7 - news - essay - diary - novel - sli2th|= ofC|of| £7tR7? AME oMo, Y7,
ESS R thought A4, 32|17 M2ZE News, essays, diaries,
sinmun - esei - ilgi - novels, and your own inner thoughts.

soseol - saenggak

otct - ZUCE - SH=L} - do - did - do? - do (command) A2 1| 74X ZF0[0l| 2. HA 2 Bt
szt 7= HLH 22 SteLE, BE2 izt
handa - haetda - Statement, past, questlon,command.

haneunya - haera

H=Ct (someone) eats LA 20| 7HE =6 Q. SAF 0ZH0| L ChLt
meongneunda =0HE 20, 70 — Ziot, S0 — W=

We add LLC} or =C} to the stem.

Ztct (someone) goes t.':”é! | glo™ L, "tEo| Qle™ =Ct, JicH=
ganda gtxlo] glof A ZECt. If the stem has no final
consonant, use LLC},

M7FELt the weather is nice Y EAIRtO|CH= HaEte. O CHE 2L,
nalssiga jota ZC}, 3t e4o|Ct. Adjectives and O|CF

just take Cf, no =.

Sdo| =8 the president visits China Old| Zimt 222 Ef ﬁ st E0/0f|R.

YE St HEH0| 25 5= YIS The
daetongnyeong-i president visits China today.

junguk-eul

bangmunhanda

O{X| H| 7} LHFICE it rained yesterday 7= ULt 2. OfX| H| 7 LHRICE Yesterday
eoje biga naeryeotda it rained. LH2|Ct — LHZICE.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
off Al

sil2k4| — the plain style — base voice of writing
neutral on the page, not rude

AMZ - OflM[O] - HT| - &AM - JHZE

ME - Ofld[o] - 7| - &AM - MZF — news - essay - diary - novel - thought
where 32t lives

SHCh- BCH - SHoLt - o2}

StCt - BUC} - St=Lf - 82t — do - did - do? - do (command)

the four faces of 82t

H + =C} — (someone) eats

HMEO| 712 26|, SAFO{ZH0]| LCiLt =CHE 20 R. 7ICt — ZtCH ML — H=Ct We add L C} or =L} to the stem.
ZtC}

7} + L C} — (someone) goes
ghxlo| g™ L Cf o] Qo™

[= y &=

=C}. 7tCH= BEElo] @10 A ZECE. If the stem has no final consonant, use L Ct,

Pronunciation Loop

2= H|Jt LHRICH oneul biga naeryeotda
LHRACE naeryeotda

Olx| £l & 2t eoje chingureul mannatda
DHRECEH mannatda

Self-Check

1 Say ol{2tA| three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

ZARRILICH/ Z & LT A1 Honorifics: compare ZHAFgtL|CH/ Open lesson
Formal Thanks and Z| & ELIC} with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad
Apologies becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-002

2 Al Honorifics: compare & with this lesson so Open lesson

Polite and Casual Korean the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-001

SHA|| C1 Honorifics: compare 8tA|A| with this Open lesson
The Familiar Speech Level lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Elders Use der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-C1-HON-LVL-001

SHYA K| B1 Honorifics: compare SHYAI2H| with this Open lesson
The Formal Speech Level lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
for Announcements der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B1-HON-LVL-001

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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