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HA /[ HIM =

Honorific Particles in Formal Korean

_

B2 - Honorifics HAM /M HM=
Upper-Intermediate Subject Honorifics Honorific Particles in Formal Korean
TOPIK 4

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B2-HON-SUB-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uo_LdxzrpM

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Okay, real question. | already know 0| and 7} for the subject. So why do | keep seeing A in polite sentences
about grandparents and teachers?

Z2 ZE0/0|2. FE =L = 0|/7t A HIME M. In English, A is the honorific version of the subject
marker.

Q= 2 Ml XM, HIA, HA =, 32|22 . Three honorific particles — subject, topic, and recipient.

o
O[A| A ZRENR? ZTHHO|M F0E 2 =0|H =F 0{ M3 2. Getting this wrong sounds a little rude, so it really
matters.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Junho MEEHHM = X o] AMR? Where is the boss right now?
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N R

Hana MEEHHAME 2|l 2o AMR.

Junho o

Hana Hl, A 2E 22K

The boss is in the meeting room.

Then I'll give these documents to the
boss.

Yes, please give them to the boss
directly.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

0l/7t = HIM
i/ga — kkeseo

HAM - HM= - H

018 =0|H 2Z0|
(S Sk

jueoreul nopimyeon
munjangi
jeongjunghaejyeoyo

HEEHM 2M 2
seonsaengnimkkese
0 0seyo

SO =2 M2
harabeojikkeseo
jumuseyo

Mol ot —
SN oM

0[/7} — MM (+
-(2)Al-)
i/ga — kkeseo

A +-(2)Al-
kkeseo + -(eu)si-

honorific subject marker

subject - topic - recipient — all
elevated

elevating the subject makes the
whole sentence polite

The teacher is coming.

Grandfather is sleeping.

plain — honorific

subject marker becomes

honorific and the verb takes Al

honorific subject pairs with the
honorific verb Al
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E2 HZ0/0|R2. FO{E &L wi= 0|/t Cid
HME MK. In English, A is the honorific
version of the subject marker.

s HiE M 7R, HAM, HAM =, 32|07,
Three honorific particles — subject, topic,
and recipient.

Ol o ERENR? ECHLO| M F0{E oF
=0|H =3 o{M3|R. Getting this wrong
sounds a little rude, so it really matters.

22 2. MUHHM 2M 2. The
teacher is coming — notice HIAf on MM
not 0| or 7t.

StLC Q. ZOHHAH M =RAR.
Grandfather is sleeping. A marks him
as the honored subject.

Let me reason it out. Normally I'd say
MO 2t2. To be respectful | swap 0|
for Al and the verb goes honorific too...
MUHHNM 24|22

2AHMR. 0]/7H= MM R, J2| 1 SAtE: 20|
=0{R. You changed both — that's exactly
right.

S0t HO|0|Q. HAM= 7ol &4k SAtof
-(2)Al-2t & 2t2. HA rarely travels
alone — its verb almost always carries the
honorific Al.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

O|/7F — HIM

0|/7t = MM — honorific subject marker

used when the subject is someone you respect

HA - HM= - M

HA - MME - M — subject - topic - recipient — all elevated

one family of respect particles

F0E =0|H ZH0| BBdlMH

F0{E =0|H BEX0| ¥FHH L — elevating the subject makes the whole sentence polite
0|7 2ff ZRENtQ? ZHUO|A FO{E o =0|H =2 oM. Getting this wrong sounds a little rude, so it really matters.
MAEHHM M2

MM +H A + 2M|2 — The teacher is coming.

22 A4 MMEMHAM M. The teacher is coming — notice HIA on M4 not 0] or 7t.

O X|HM =2M 2

ZoHHX| + HIAM + 2 ML — Grandfather is sleeping.

StLEH R, O XHIM =2 M. Grandfather is sleeping. Al marks him as the honored subject.

Pronunciation Loop

MUHHNM M 2 seonsaengnimkkeseo oseyo
HIM kkeseo

2EREN ER bumonimkke deuryeoyo
H+EHR kke + deuryeoyo

Self-Check

1 Say MM /™ /HAME three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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shalolR /5t Hojle B2 Honorifics: compare St310{2 / 5H& 702 Open lesson
Honorifics in the Past and with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
Future clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B2-HON-SUB-001

-(2)Al- B1 Honorifics: compare -(2)Al- with this Open lesson
Adding the Honorific Infix lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
to Any Verb der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-002

Korean Honorifics A2 Honorifics: compare Korean Honorifics Open lesson
N2 and A with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A2-HON-SUB-001

2 =Y C1 Honorifics: compare ZHd & with this Open lesson
L5 - AN - Holl = 20(7] lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-HON-SUB-002

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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