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Why gt Sounds Like 12

_

B2 - Pronunciation a423
Upper-Intermediate Consonants Why 2t Sounds Like 212
TOPIK 4

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B2-PRON-CNS-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TwZcKlapoiQ

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

So here's my problem. It's spelled &t 12, right? A 1, then another 7. But my Korean friend says t3. Where
does that tense sound come from?

Yeah, and Mg — | say A2, but | keep hearing 4&. Is that the same thing happening?

ZE0tR. =9 #X2 A330K. In English, we call it tensification. #& 7|9, C| 2, HIS FIO| A CHS 22|71 M|
HF O 2.

A2 0|HoR. LEO| 7|%, C| 2, HIZO[H, I LHE0| 2= 227t EXZ22 HEllR. 1 5 A X0| T i M O
He.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Junho olC| 7tR? Where are you going?
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N R

Hana e

Junho Ok X7| == BIAO{ 2.

Hana Z0tR, =4 HEA 2.

I'm going to eat at the restaurant.

Oh, the noodles there are delicious.

Great, I'll have noodles.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

a3et

=

gyeong-eum-hwa

T/c/u HEE
ICHAX >
T CC HH A XX

st
hak-gyo —
[hak-kkyo]

st [3t1]
hak-kkyo

ZE 719
batchim

o MR MA|
ttak meomchugo
sege

2t iz, A2(at
S}

geulja geudaero,
sori-man byeonhwa

At
sik-dang —
[sik-ttang]

Tensification — plain sounds
become tense

A stop batchim tenses the next
consonant

school

school

The stop batchim 'squeezes' the
next consonant

Stop hard, then push the next

sound out tense

Same spelling, tensed sound

restaurant
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Z0t2. =9 A2 2230 K. In English,
we call it tensification. &% 7|9, C|Z, HIS
oM CHS 227t MA B O .

A2 0|AH0 Q. HHO| 7|, T2, HIZO|H,

JCHE0 2= 227 MAZLZ HAliR. 1 &
H A XO| T1C i M XXO| Ef .

Ol E0{ 242 st BH 7| CHEof|
7|90] oM, [t ]2 Z B K.

=

2EX 70| Flof A= 7 |dg WI|He R
IHS0{R. So W sounds like 1. [&F11].

Oh — so the batchim 7 is like a little stop,
and it squeezes the next sound tight?

SforR. A2|E W HE, O 425 MA|
UO{LHR. That squeeze is why it sounds
tense.

Fese. Stz of Halle. A2|THHSHR. For
native speakers, this rule is automatic.

StLHE 2AIQ. AlE. &E 7|9 th=oll Tl 20l
2tM, [AE]0] =He.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
a2

A &3t — Tensification — plain sounds become tense
Happens after batchim 7 /£ /&=

a/Cc/e HEEl + T CH A X — T B M X

1/c/e @A+ e e A X — mrw M — A stop batchim tenses the next consonant

The trigger is the stop sound in the batchim

o€ S0 2. st &H 7|H ChS0fl 7|H0] kA, [Stii] = LSl Q.

8HEl 7| — The stop batchim 'squeezes' the next consonant

7|

the letter

Pronunciation Loop

[ bat-da — [bat-tta]
RICH [ bat-tta

(&) jap-ji = [jap-jji]
X ] japji

Self-Check

1 Say &332} three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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A= B2 Pronunciation: compare #7H2%} with this ~ Open lesson

When Z0| Becomes 7| lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-PRON-CNS-00

1
=2 %43 Al Pronunciation: compare 2 22 with this Open lesson
The Korean R/L Sound at lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
the Start and Middle of der.com/lesson.html?id
Words =KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
2
A A2 Pronunciation: compare A with this Open lesson
Plain and Tense Sibilants lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-CNS-00

1

SED Al Pronunciation: compare 3 E & with this Open lesson

Aspirated and Tense lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Consonants der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
1

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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