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Why %z Is 04Xt but 5B Stays &&t
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B2 - Pronunciation FEHE
Upper-Intermediate Consonants Why 2z Is 6{Xt but 5 Stays =Xt
TOPIK 4

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B2-PRON-CNS-003

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFUWNGH_hao

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Here is my question. Why is the word for woman 04X}, but in older or northern spellings | sometimes see
L4X}? Did the first sound disappear?

Z£2 HZ20|0f|R. The answer is F2®# 4! the initial-sound rule. £2 means the first sound of a word, and H#%!
means rule.

O] A2 F2 XM 20 L. In many Sino-Korean words, 2|2 or L|2 at the very start of a word is avoided
in standard South Korean spelling.

K SEI0|0f|K. 2|2, the letter 2, before O] or a y-vowel drops to 0|8, the letter o. J2{A 2|7t |7t HH Q.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana Ol =& =7, olsiRo|2? Did you understand these labor
— conditions?
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Junho U, 22| Blo] & 4HM K. Yes, the management team explained
— it well.

Hana Z0tR. Hiq FAA K| = Z0lsh FM2. Good. Please also check the location
— of the men's and women's lounge.

Junho U, Xt FA ML LEZR| A0 K. Sure. The women's lounge is on the
— right.

Hana =3 - OlsH - KX} front position: changed

Junho = = E middle position: stayed

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

F2YA initial-sound rule Z2 ZE20|0|2. The answer is F2HA!,
ueum-beopchik theinitial-sound rule. =& means the first
sound of a word, and #%! means rule.

Cof Magl 2o word-initial 2 and L O| 4|2 F2 tXt0o{0f| A 2 K. In many
daneo cheotsori rieul Sino-Korean words, 2|2 or L|2 at the
* nieun very start of a word is avoided in

standard South Korean spelling.

2| — 0| 2 before 0|/y drops at the front A Hm 2%200[0|Q. 2|2, the letter 2,
ri—i before 0| or a y-vowel drops to 0|3, the
letter o. T2 2|7} 0|7} H{ Q.

ER! L before 0|/y drops at the front = H 2100, LI2, the letter L,
nyeo —> yeo before 0| or a y-vowel also drops to 0| 3.
JeiM {7 o7t Rl .

{4t — oK} woman O|E £0{ 242. The older or source form

nyeoja —> yeoja L{Xt becomes the South Korean standard
O X},

O Xt Why %z Is 04X} but 8 Stays &t So | should say 04X}, not LKL, when I'm

yeoja using standard South Korean.

2|3l — o3l understanding 2rotR. Another one is 2|8l becoming Ol3H.

rihae — ihae In South Korea, the word begins open,

with 0|, not 2|.

2oL 2 before other vowels becomes Nl 2 E L. Word-initial 2[&

ro—no L at the front before other vowels does not disappear
completely. It softens to L|2. So 2
becomes .
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rammar / Structure Notes
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Tty KA 2| 2 - L — word-initial 2 and L
mostly Sino-Korean words

2| — O]

2| — 0] — = before 0|/y drops at the front
2|8 — o]}

4 — o

1§ — 0f — L before 0|/y drops at the front
HXt — X}

X} — X}

{4} + — + {X} — woman

0|£ E0 24|Q. The older or source form L{Xt becomes the South Korean standard OJX}.

Pronunciation Loop

Xt yeoja

o|sH ihae

o|&|7} e ihaega dwaeyo
L= nodong

Self-Check

1 Say F3%H2Al three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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422t B2 Pronunciation: compare ZA3%8} with this Open lesson

Why &1 Sounds Like ti lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-PRON-CNS-00

2
Eii=1) B2 Pronunciation: compare T7HS%t with this ~ Open lesson
When #0| Becomes 7}H| lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-PRON-CNS-00

1

C/E/ Al Pronunciation: compare £ / E / i« with Open lesson

The Three Korean D/T this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.  https://www.koreanlad

Sounds der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
6

=2 42 Al Pronunciation: compare 2 &g with this Open lesson

The Korean R/L Sound at lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

the Start and Middle of der.com/lesson.html?id

Words =KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
2

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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