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Question vs Statement Intonation

_

B2 - Pronunciation ARk
Upper-Intermediate Intonation Question vs Statement Intonation
TOPIK 4

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-B2-PRON-INT-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9drR9srY91k

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Okay, real question. | said & 0i| 7t2 to my friend, and she just... waited. Did | ask her something?

Oh, Z2 HF0[0Q. Z2 Tho{2te AY0| Ct=M 5E0| HE2HX K. The same words, different pitch, different
meaning.

to

solsa2 olj0ln. 22 S2/H WL, 22 U2/H YA,

m

S22 22|H HE0| L. If your pitch rises at the end, it becomes a question.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana olC| 7tR2? Where are you going? (rising)

Junho stof 7tL. I'm going to school. (falling)
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e e e

Hana X2 7te?

dl, 7tg.

Junho

Are you going now? (rising)

Yes, I'm going. (falling)

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

22 22U A, Lift the end = question. Lower
U2|H WM 2 the end = statement.

kkeut-eul ollimyeon
jilmun, naerimyeon

pyeongseomun
ZEHE - NEME Rising = ask - Falling = tell
HMZ - o=2& statement - question
pyeongseomun -

uimunmun

712 N =tell - 7t ~
=ask

One word, two jobs.

EHoj= 02, oyt
HHH o2
daneo-neun
geudaero,
eogyang-man
bakkwieoyo

The word stays the same; only
the pitch changes.

sz H 50| 7 7
nollam: deo nopi

: Emphasis = hit the key word
M harder and higher.

gangjo: jungyohan

daneo-reul sege

7O ~ Ot
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Surprise = a sharper, higher rise.

Spotlight the word that matters.

LHE|H HA 2.

e

Jé%%% |™ ZE20| =K. If your pitch
e end, it becomes a question.

J2[n7tR? 9ZE00e. E8 =K.

So 7t going down means I'm going, and
78 going up means Are you going?

HorR. HojE JM=0Q. AT HH 0.

So | hit the important word a little harder
and higher. Got it.
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ammar / Structure Notes

= =0|H 2E, L2[H BME

— o,
x

meE @
=

me
mjo
o

HAZ L{2|H WME — Lift the end = question. Lower the end = statement.
The words don't change — only the pitch on the last syllable.
A2 . NHMR

7 EZ - N HAME —Rising = ask - Falling = tell
The very last syllable does the work.

7t2. N\

7t2. N — I'm going. / Let's go. (statement)

Pitch falls on 2.

LNE - 928

HME - o2& — statement - question

7t2. N tells. 727 7 asks.

7IR.

7tR +. —I'm going. (statement, falling)
O|A HAME0l0|Q. 7tR. 20| Liz7te.

Pronunciation Loop

72 N gayo.
te. gayo.
7tR? gayo?
e gayo?
ne? ~ Listen first, then repeat slowly.

Self-Check

1 Say 2 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies

ot AL
Sarcasm, Doubt, and
Emphasisin Tone

Pl SN IE|
Introducing Yourselfin a
Job Interview

A2%t
When & Turns 7/c/H
into 3/e/1

M| 0|2 / BtLtM Bk & LT
Introducing Yourself in
Korean

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

C1 Pronunciation: compare 2t23 {2k with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

B2 Conversation: compare H¥ X7| A7 with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

B2 Pronunciation: compare Z23} with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Conversation: compare H| 0|52 / BtLEA
gtz & LIt with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.
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Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-PRON-INT-001

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-CONV-INT-001

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-PRON-LNK-00
1

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CONV-INT-001
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