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Korean Ladder Study Note

미세먼지 / 장마 / 폭염 / 황사
Weather and Environment News

Level Topic Focus

B2 ·
Upper-Intermediate
TOPIK 4

Vocabulary
Nature & Weather

미세먼지 / 장마 / 폭염 / 황사
Weather and Environment News

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-B2-VOCAB-NAT-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyE5MAJ48r4

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Okay, real question. I open a Korean weather app, and there are these red warnings I just cannot decode.

Same. I see 미세먼지, then 황사, then 폭염, and I just close the app and hope it's fine.

그 마음 알아요. 오늘은 그 단어들을 하나씩 풀어 줄게요. In English — let's unpack each one.

핵심부터 말할게요. 날씨 뉴스는 '주의보'와 '경보', 이 두 단계로 움직여요. That's the frame for everything today.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 오늘 미세먼지가 매우 나쁨이에요.
—

The fine dust is 'very bad' today.

Junho 그럼 마스크 쓰고 나가요.
—

Then wear a mask when you go out.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-B2-VOCAB-NAT-001
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyE5MAJ48r4
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 네, 그리고 장마라서 우산도 챙기세요.
—

Yes, and since it's the rainy season,
take an umbrella too.

Junho 알겠어요. 주말엔 태풍도 온대요.
—

Got it. They say a typhoon is coming
this weekend too.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

주의보 → 경보
ju-ui-bo →
gyeong-bo

advisory → warning (the two
alert levels)

핵심부터 말할게요. 날씨 뉴스는 '주의보'와
'경보', 이 두 단계로 움직여요. That's the
frame for everything today.

주의보 vs 경보
ju-ui-bo vs
gyeong-bo

advisory = be careful; warning =
real danger

맞아요. 주의보는 '조심하세요' 단계, 경보는
'정말 위험해요' 단계예요.

미세먼지가 나쁨이에요
mi-se-meon-ji-ga
na-ppeum-i-e-yo

The fine dust level is 'bad.' 첫 번째 단어. 미세먼지 — fine dust. 공기 속
아주 작은 먼지예요.

좋음 · 보통 · 나쁨 ·
매우 나쁨
jo-eum · bo-tong ·
na-ppeum · mae-u
na-ppeum

good · normal · bad · very bad
(air-quality grades)

앱에서 등급을 이렇게 말해요. 좋음, 보통, 나쁨,
매우 나쁨. In English — good, normal, bad,
very bad.

봄에는 황사가 심해요
bom-e-neun
hwang-sa-ga
sim-hae-yo

In spring, the yellow dust is
severe.

정확해요. 그리고 황사는 봄에 중국·몽골에서
바람에 실려 오는 누런 모래예요.

미세먼지 vs 황사
mi-se-meon-ji vs
hwang-sa

fine dust (year-round) vs yellow
dust (spring, from the desert)

So 미세먼지 is everyday fine dust, and 황사
is that yellow sand that blows in mostly
in spring?

마스크를 쓰세요
ma-seu-keu-reul
sseu-se-yo

Please wear a mask. 네, 잘 정리했어요. 황사가 오면 마스크를 꼭
쓰세요.

장마가 시작됐어요
jang-ma-ga
si-jak-dwaess-eo-yo

The rainy season has started. 이제 여름. 장마 — the monsoon, 비가 길게
오는 기간이에요. 보통 6월 말부터 7월까지요.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
주의보 → 경보
주의보 → 경보 — advisory → warning (the two alert levels)

주의보 is milder; 경보 is the serious one.

주의보 vs 경보
주의보 vs 경보 — advisory = be careful; warning = real danger

Same word stacks onto each hazard: 폭염주의보, 폭염경보.

미세먼지가 나쁨이에요
미세먼지 + 가 + 나쁨 + 이에요 — The fine dust level is 'bad.'

첫 번째 단어. 미세먼지 — fine dust. 공기 속 아주 작은 먼지예요.

좋음 · 보통 · 나쁨 · 매우 나쁨
좋음 · 보통 · 나쁨 · 매우 나쁨 — good · normal · bad · very bad (air-quality grades)

These exact words appear on every Korean air-quality widget.

봄에는 황사가 심해요
봄 + 에는 + 황사 + 가 + 심해요 — In spring, the yellow dust is severe.

정확해요. 그리고 황사는 봄에 중국·몽골에서 바람에 실려 오는 누런 모래예요.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

미세먼지가 매우 나쁨이에요 mi-se-meon-ji-ga mae-u na-ppeum-i-e-yo

나쁨 na-ppeum

주말엔 태풍이 온대요 ju-mal-en tae-pung-i on-dae-yo

태풍 tae-pung

Self-Check
1 Say 미세먼지 / 장마 / 폭염 / 황사 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Lesson Why study it next Link

비 / 눈 / 바람
Talking About the Weather

A2 Vocabulary: compare 비 / 눈 / 바람 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-VOCAB-NAT-0
01

이력서 / 지원 / 연봉 / 마감
Job-Hunting and Office
Vocabulary

B2 Vocabulary: compare 이력서 / 지원 / 연봉 /
마감 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-VOCAB-WRK-0
01

Counting in Korean
Native vs Sino Numbers

A1 Vocabulary: compare Counting in Korean
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
01

개 / 명 / 마리 / 잔 / 권
Korean Counters for
Everything

B1 Vocabulary: compare 개 / 명 / 마리 / 잔 / 권
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-VOCAB-NUM-
001

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A2-VOCAB-NAT-001
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-B2-VOCAB-WRK-001
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-001
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-B1-VOCAB-NUM-001

