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TOPIK 5 Slang Korean Abbreviation Slang

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-C1-COLLOQ-SLG-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sqiKuNZLO5c

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real talk. My Korean friend texted me just '®0|3=?" — three syllables, a question mark, and | had zero
idea what to do.

Same thing happened to me. | honestly thought it was a typo and almost replied 'huh?'

T QEL7LOtL|of| K. M3 means A& 07 =8 — 'recommend a lunch menu.' Korea loves shrinking long
phrases into one tiny word.

There's even a slang word for the habit itself: HLHE. It means B2 Ct £QICtH — 'they abbreviate literally
everything.'

Conversation Snapshot

__

Junho Of, 2= Fo|%x &. Hey, recommend me a lunch today.
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__

Hana ... dX[W|7H ofuf? Hmm... how about kimchi stew?
Junho 2, Z0F Al LEEolY. Oh, nice. You really just get it.
Hana Lf7t & EHCHE Zelo|Eot. Well, I'm kind of a master of slang.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

ESlyES 7 QEIZ} oL M. M2 means ™A

jeom-me-chu

ErtE
byeol-da-jul

2R RO7|
cheot geul-ja-man
mo-eu-gi

bl =8
jeom-sim me-nyu
chu-cheon

s HEHFE 6 F
o-neul jeom-me-chu
jom hae jwo

yo—jeum ae-deu-reun
byeol-da-jul-i
neo-mu sim-hae

asap — MO|=

=2Xtvs E
geul-ja vs eum-jeol

=™MM M =X — 'recommend a
lunch menu'
=84 Ct EQIC}t — 'they shorten

absolutely everything'

Collect just the first syllable of
each word

lunch menu recommendation —
X-Inﬂj:
[==] L

Give me a lunch
recommendation today

Young people abbreviate way

too much these days

English: first letters. Korean: first

syllables.

letters vs syllables — that's the
whole difference
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% FH — 'recommend a lunch menu.'
Korea loves shrinking long phrases into
one tiny word.

There's even a slang word for the habit
itself: ECHE. It means Y& Ct EoICt —
'they abbreviate literally everything.'

TEIR 7t 2. The rule is simple — take
the first syllable of each word, line them
up, and that's your new word.

O] A PHE0{M K. Watch how BA o4&
ZH collapses into M| =,

MEAR Q=S8 F —
'recommend me somethlng for lunch
today.'

J2|n EOEER. RF 052 EOtEo HE
&8 — 'kids these days abbreviate way
too much.'

Oh —so it's basically like English 'asap' or
'tbh," but built from the first syllable
instead of the first letter.

HetaliQ. English grabs first letters;
Korean grabs first syllables. 22
O0|C|0{0f| 2 — same idea, just bigger
pieces.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

EShn [ ES
HMoE —=HAM 05 =X — 'recommend a lunch menu'

First syllable of each word, glued together.

drtE

HCHE — = HZ CF EQICt — 'they shorten absolutely everything

Even the word for over-abbreviating is abbreviated.
N2 EOT

X 22X 2O 7| — Collect just the first syllable of each word

Korean takes whole syllables, not just letters.

—
AN ol A=A
H+M+H+5+2+H— lunch menu recommendation — A=

O|ZA TE XN L. Watch how M4 Hl'F Z=H collapses into HMH|=.

Super common in friend group chats.

Pronunciation Loop

Moy jeom-me-chu

A al-jal-ttak

Self-Check

1 Say ™| /HECHE / 2E Y three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

S A= N WA C1 Colloquial: compare 9J2td / 2K / ZH4 Open lesson
Slang About Life and with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
Society clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-COLLOQ-SLG-
001
QIMf / OFMp / ZHEM / B B2 Colloquial: compare Q14 / OFM} / ZHE M/ Open lesson
Trendy Korean Internet ZH™ with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad
Slang becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-SLG-
002
o / CHeh /Tt B2 Colloquial: compare & / CHgt / 1%} with Open lesson
Everyday Korean Slang this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.  https://www.koreanlad
Reactions der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-SLG-
001
-2 Hof/-= AKX /- & B2 Colloquial: compare -2 0k /-= HX| /-1 Open lesson
Spoken Contractions of A 4 with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-CTR-
001

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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