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Visiting and Gift-Return Etiquette
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C1 - Advanced Culture HEO| /2ot
TOPIK5 Etiquette Visiting and Gift-Return Etiquette

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-C1-CULTURE-ETQ-003

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WEeEFh7Xow

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, | have a confession. The first time | was invited to a friend's apartment in Seoul, | brought a bouquet of
white flowers, while every other guest walked in carrying giant packs of toilet paper!

O™ 20K, In Korea, 0| means a housewarming party, and guests traditionally bring SF0t2| FX|,
rolls of toilet paper, or M|Al, laundry detergent.

FX7t &2 E2|% 2E 20| & E2[2t= S£0]0f|Q. Just as a roll of paper unwinds smoothly and detergent
bubbles up richly, those gifts wish the host smooth luck and growing prosperity.

RE2 M 7HX| A2 &1 2 AHollQ: & S0|, @22t 2|1 Ha|6| K. Today we are connecting three essential
social moments: housewarmings, hospital visits, and gift-return etiquette.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Junho SHLE M|, X|'HEHOf| HEBE MG = 20k oF =M A Hana, thank you so much for visiting
Y ARSI me in the hospital last time despite
— being busy.
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e e e

Hana Hams o clolst Ug Y wolk|r, 22 &
ol A R ?
Junho o 20l 20| ZOMHALICH HEIX| Q4X|Tt ZhASH
le g got Tte HalEe FHHolK.
Hana O|AMIX A1 oF M Bl DlgBtoZ &

SR 2 LAUELC

Don't mention it, | only did what was
natural. How are you feeling?

Thanks to you, I've gotten much
better. It's nothing special, but |
prepared a small return gift with a
grateful heart.

You really didn't have to go to this
trouble, the thought alone is plenty. |
will use it well.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

HE0| - HE o - Eal housewarming - hospital visit -
jipdeuri - return gift or favor
byeongmunan -

dapnye

A&a e o™ The etiquette of humility and

gyeomsongwa reciprocity

dapnyeui yejeol

Bets 20 = A28 Humble expressions that ease
A the receiver's burden
budameul juryeo
juneun
gyeomsonhan
pyohyeon

OPXI CE— to be modest / nothing fancy
EHX| QEC} (contracted form)

byeonbyeonhaji anta
— byeonbyeonchi
anta

e e X| QEX| O
byeonbyeonchi
anchiman

Visiting and Gift-Return Etiquette

B XFSHAI 7| S HERLITH
kwaechahasigireul
baramnida

Visiting and Gift-Return Etiquette
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=2 M 7H| &2 g = Hojla: S0,
HEQH J2[1 oK. Today we are
connecting three essential social
moments: housewarmings, hospital
visits, and gift-return etiquette.

ot of| ol a2 HA&n Fdk= Holog.
Two values drive all three situations:
humility when you give or host, and
reciprocity so that kindness always
circles back.

arotQ. In Korean, you lower your own
preparation so the receiver feels zero
pressure. Even when you spent hours
choosing a gift or cooking a feast, your
words stay modest.

O 7| M HEHX| QACh= Rl HHSIX| irte
Z20|0]| 2. It softens the moment so the
host never feels obligated to match the
price of your gift.

USE XHLHA AESH 272, HHK|
S5X|2HOl M 24X 2te| L2} 3| 20| Fofl 2=
XK1t gt A M4 X|RO| &R, So it

sounds like K| QFX|DH,
FHKISHAI 7| & HEEFLICIHO A & HFZHL|CHe] JH A

HIS0| Flo L|2 oA 0|3 A2|2 HpEL|C
Read it smoothly as ZXtStA| 7| S HEZL|CE,
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E[ = ZZFo|M A=
el elAL

Toewon hu
jikjang-eseo
geonneneun dapnye
insa

HSo| M= TS|
Jipdeuri seonmul
jeondalhagi

Giving a return gift at work after
being discharged from the
hospital

Handing over a housewarming
gift
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Now let's hear how these pieces come
together in real life. Imagine Junho just
returned to the office after recovering
from hospital treatment, and he stops by
Hana's desk with a small return gift.

Let's practice building these lines for
ourselves. Suppose | am arriving at a
colleague's housewarming party holding

a nice bottle of hand wash and detergent.

How do | hand it over with both the
humble opener and the wish for good
luck?
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rammar / Structure Notes

£ 20| == =2|7| = HiE L.

K @

IT

E 20| &% E2|7|E HIZLICE — | hope everything goes smoothly for you.

H

>

= E2|Ct = to unwind smoothly without tangles (the cultural reason behind gifting toilet paper at a Z&0l).

E=0| - EZoF - Bl
ZE0| - HEQH - &2l — housewarming - hospital visit - return gift or favor

Three pillars of Korean visiting and reciprocity etiquette.
AL e o=
A&t £|9 o — The etiquette of humility and reciprocity
Downplay your own gift or table to elevate the other person.
A&d Hao o=
A2t £9 o — The etiquette of humility and reciprocity
In Korean, praising your own gift or feast can sound boastful; humble framing shows warmth.
RU2 E0 FE AL B
=
T

£t #31 — Humble expressions that ease the receiver's burden

rr
oY

Lowering what you offer is how Korean etiquette elevates the guest or recipient.

Pronunciation Loop

EHER K] QFX| T byeonbyeonchi anchiman

HKFSHAIZ| € HEELICH kwaechahasigireul baramnida

Self-Check

1 SayZE0|/EHEQH/ &2l three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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=X /& /HH C1 Culture: compare =X / & / H|™ with this Open lesson

The Social Concepts lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Behind Korean Behavior der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-CULTURE-ETQ
-001

izus o C1 Culture: compare tHE 1S O™ with this Open lesson

Priority Seats, Phone Calls,  lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

and Quiet Cars der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-CULTURE-ETQ
-002

ATM E3H H|HHZ J12[7] Al Culture: compare ATM £ H|Z#H= 712|7]  Open lesson

Korean Banking Privacy with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad

Etiquette clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-040

7te EXMT|= X2 E 2K Al Culture: compare 7t - H7|= Xt2|E UX|  Open lesson

A A with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad

7tm| - ARC| S7F & o™ becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-013

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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