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Korea's Kimchi-Making and Fermentation Culture

_

C1 - Advanced Culture U gy [ Alg|Ct
TOPIK 5 Food Culture Korea's Kimchi-Making and Fermentation
Culture

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-C1-CULTURE-FCL-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdXojHx2cj4

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Okay, confession. Last winter a friend's mom gave me her homemade kimchi. It was really sour and deep,
and | tried to say it had aged a lot. But the word | used meant it had gone rotten. The whole table went quiet.

Of, off =3B =Xl LA K. That silence makes sense. In Korea, aged kimchi is a treasure, not a problem.

RE2 M HOE 9 R. ZE, Y&, AS|Ct Three words today: gimjang, fermentation, and a verb for letting
food age on purpose.

O M| Ho{0ll= S-S & 0| oLt A0 K. Hr=Z 'A|ZH0] BtS BH=CH= HOK. These three words have one thingin
common: time makes flavor.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana S5 AE2 X HR? When are you doing gimjang this year?
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Junho Ot FLOR. ofH{L|7H XK A At
2N0R.

Hana 0| B2 MR T OFF] AUZE?

Junho i, 34 Z AopA ojtHo {1,

Hana Oy X St o HZAHIR. M EIERA K.

Junho ZOotR. Ot H 0 LEM O|RE0|Y LIE HO{R.

This weekend. My mom already
bought the anchovy jeotgal.

You still have the shrimp jeotgal you
made last year, right?

Yes, it's mellowed well, so we'll put it
in this time.

Then the kimchi will taste even
deeper. I'll help too.

Great. After we finish, we'll share it
with the neighbors.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

% - dx - A|Ct kimchi-making season -
gimjang - balhyo - fermentation - to let food
sakida ferment and mellow

AlZto| Bt2 etEoiR Time makes flavor.

sigani maseul

mandeureoyo

= earthenware jars for & (sauces)
jangdok and kimchi

d& making a winter's supply of
gimjang kimchi at once

HE 118 ¥2E 128 usually late November to early
EYION| December

botong sibirwol
malbuteo sibiwol

chokkaji
oM ol gan gather, make it together, and
LHe 2 share

moyeoseo gachi
damgeugo nanwoyo
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=2 M TS iR, A, L=, AS|T.
Three words today: gimjang,
fermentation, and a verb for letting food
age on purpose.

0| M| £tojoll= S EF0| 8tLt AoiR. HZE
"A|Zto] Bt BHECHE= 0| K. These three
words have one thing in common: time
makes flavor.

Sote. J2iM ot= Fofl= ALRE FH=0|
orotoR. That's why Korean homes have
long kept big clay jars for sauces and
kimchi.

HA dEolole. HE2 AS SetHS XS
SHAHO] B0l B 1= MoK, Gimjang
means making a big batch of kimchi to
last the whole winter.

HE dUE BFE HO|E ZNX| L.
Usually late November to early
December.

7tE1}t 0| 20| HofM Zo| BaL, HX|E
LI |. Family and neighbors gather,
work together, and share the kimchi.

Page 2



koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

dX|E Hota I make kimchi.
gimchireul damgayo

Elx= fermentation
balhyo
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2|0 K| "eHSrP e "IN E o Bl
M. HXE =72, 2 =HIR. For kimchi
and sauces, &1Lt is the natural kitchen
verb.

U, ote. Che2 ¢aoe. Wa = 0| ME0|
S42 VY| H = 70l 2. Next,

fermentation. Tiny microbes slowly
change the food.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

AlZto| BtE2 BHE0{R
A|Zto] Bt2 IHE0{R — Time makes flavor.

When quoting an idea, Koreans often use the plain form ZHELF. It's the same sentence as S0 Q.

bal

=

|

0

oA

t= — earthenware jars for & (sauces) and kimchi

A2

OtR. Jai M st= Zlofle AL EE A=0| BRI R. That's why Korean homes have long kept big clay jars for sauces and kimchi.

| X
(=}

\

O

oN

& — makingaw s supply of kimchi at once

HX ZEolofe. AE2 A2 St HE K| E 3HH| Bo] &= o2, Gimjang means making a big batch of kimchi to last the whole
winter.

Pronunciation Loop

XIS ol gimchireul damgasseoyo
[MAR] sakyeoyo
[B0{E MAR] hongeoreul sakyeoyo

Self-Check

1 Say 4%/ / MBICHthree times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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ISI PN PN L= Py
Ancestral Rites and the
Ritual Table

Aol / AFKILLE /
SLIERA

Naming the Banchan on
Your Table

2

Telling Korea's Everyday
Soups Apart

LRl EAE /A2t
SEakxt
Walk-and-Eat Street
Snacks

My Notes

C1 Culture: compare At/ Xt2f| & with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Culture: compare AZtZ0| / A|ZX|LIE /
SLIEF & with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Al Culture: compare = with this lesson so
the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Culture: compare ZH2| EAE [ 7|2t/
S 53Xt with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-CULTURE-FCL
-001

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-FCL
-007

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-FCL
-004

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-FCL
-009

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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