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TOPIK5 Holidays Korea's Modern National Holidays

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-C1-CULTURE-HOL-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=epLCPdbliFE

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Here’s my honest confusion: are 25% and ot24 basically like =41, just Korean holidays with different
dates?

ZE£2 Z20|0|R. Z=2H and 82 are not lunar family holidays like &4, They are civic national holidays
connected to history, identity, and the state.

=2 2 E2 0o|HYULICE FZ Y means a national celebration day designated by law. & means a traditional
holiday, often tied to the lunar calendar and family customs.

TEYU2 VMO 2 FESH= 0|0 K. In English, think “a national day of celebration,” often marked with
ceremonies and the Ef=7|.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana Ot = 3 RYU0| AFHO|R? This Friday is Liberation Day, right?
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Junho

Hana

Junho

Ul 2HZH7[0M sl 22 71 g3t
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J2HM EfS7IE AYsts He BAUR.

Mot ZZLO|L|7t o|0|E &1 7| Fsh= Al
ZQK.

Yes. It commemorates liberation from
Japanese colonial rule.

So many homes will probably display
the Taegeukgi.

Right. Since it’s a national day, it’s
important to know the meaning and
commemorate it.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

=3¢
gukgyeongil

TE
myeongjeol
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HEE

Samiljeol

==k
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gwangbok

HEE
Gaecheonjeol

Sh=Ltk
on_}’EE

Hangeullal

e
22+ 27

national celebration day
designated by the state

traditional holiday

March First Independence
Movement Day

liberation; restoration of
national light

National Foundation Day

Hangeul Day

national day is not automatically

gukgyeongil is not a day off

the same as
gonghyuil
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259 Z E20|AYULICL. ZH Y means a
national celebration day designated by
law. B means a traditional holiday,
often tied to the lunar calendar and
family customs.

HE2 M FAKME HED IHE FH9
=olof| 2. In English, “traditional holiday,”
often with food, travel, ancestors, and
family gatherings.

Ar24H is not just “March first.” It refers to
the nationwide independence movement
against Japanese colonial rule in 1919.
7|2/t means “to honor” or
“commemorate.”

&5 literally means “the restoration of
light.” In cultural context, it means
liberation from Japanese colonial rule,
and also the restoration of national
sovereignty.

JHEH is often translated as National
Foundation Day, but the nuance is mythic
and symbolic. Itis tied to Tt and the
founding story of =M, not a modern
constitutional date.

st=24 is about the writing system itself:
its creation, its accessibility, and its
cultural value. It is not simply “Korean
Language Day.”

oore. 2 ZY2 9o0je 2702, 3RYS
#EX|ol £R0L. In English: one is about
meaning, the other is about whether
institutions close.
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354 public holiday; official day off Public offices, many schools, and banks
usually close on public holidays like
224 and $H2¥E. But private businesses
can vary, especially shops and
restaurants.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

27
=42 — national celebration day designated by the state

Z/MHo= ==

27
=AY — national celebration day
AESICH=to celebrate formally

HE

Mume =2 7|2 HoloR.
A o

o
+ S8R5 + 2 + 7|2l + £ + 0|0 . — March First Independence Movement Day honors the
independence movement.

R = HLEO|0R. H4UE2 1919H 38 129 SERI2SE 7|2|= Zo/0l2.

Pronunciation Loop

_ Howto praCtice

ZEH2 UHZE7|0IM SHYE S Gwangbokjeol-eun llje Gangjeomgi-eseo haebangdoen
['gst= golola. geoseul ginyeomhaneun narieyo.

= /= Gwangbokjeol - Hangeullal

=4Y gukgyeongil

4% - d5E - HNE - o2 gukgyeongil - Gwangbokjeol - Gaecheonjeol - Hangeullal

Self-Check

1 Say =3 /XA /st2Y three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies

HEUEE / SX
Korea's Lunar Seasonal
Customs

TR /5HA
Korea's Quieter
Traditional Holidays

e = CH| O] / SHO| ELH|0] /
HRAELRIC 0|

Korea's Couple and Candy
Days

Ml & GOl oM 2
The Korean New Year
Greeting Everyone Uses

My Notes

C1 Culture: compare B2 E / SX| with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

A2 Culture: compare T2 / 8tAl with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

A2 Culture: compare i 2H|0] / 20| EH|0] /
WHELIH|O] with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Al Culture: compare Al & 20| BI O M2 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-CULTURE-HO
L-001

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-CULTURE-HO
L-004

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-CULTURE-HO
L-002

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-HO
L-001

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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