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The Archaic Equal-Formal Style in Signs and Dramas

_

C1 - Advanced Honorifics SA|
TOPIK5 Speech Levels The Archaic Equal-Formal Style in Signs and
Dramas

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-C1-HON-LVL-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vILbA0T0a60o

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Okay, real question. You walk up to a glass door in Seoul and it says O|A|2. You push it open — but what
does that A|2 part actually mean?

Z2 ZE0/0|2. 2 'stH|'0| K. It's a whole speech style called 3t2H#| — old, dignified, and hiding in plain
sight on signs.

=010l = 2ol 50|27} QIO{ K. Korean sorts every sentence by how you treat the listener — and 5t24| is one
of those levels.

StRH|o A2 & 00|06 K. The 5t endings are dash 2 and dash 2. Z2& 2 o}, ATHE 9|2 22|X| = 2L0L].

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana o{C| 7t? Where are you going?
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N R

Junho ol 7t.
Hana iSRS pjoNIeR
Junho A,

I'm going to the market.

Then go well — farewell.

Thank you.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

U9l £50|

mal-ui nopnaji

speech levels — how you treat
the listener

()2 /-4
-(eu)o/-so

the 5t2#| endings

StRHM| # St AI2H| equal-formal vs.

hao-che # listener-elevating
hasipsio-che

OlM 2AI2 Comein/ Welcome
€0se0 0si0

=¥VNf=l Pull (this door)
danggisio

SO0{7HX| OFA[ 2
deureogaji masio

Do not enter

RIEd Nice to meet you (dignified)
bangapso
o|otste I'm sorry (equal-formal)

mianhao
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ot=0{0l = Ho| =507t UK. Korean
sorts every sentence by how you treat the
listener — and t24 is one of those
levels.

SteH|ol Y2 £ o{0[¢|R. The 5t
endings are dash 2 and dash &~. 52
Ste|, ZTE f12 S2|X|= 2ota.

SHYA M= 4THE =0 Q. 5t2H|= AHE
SOt CHeH 2. SHY A 24| lifts the listener
up; 5t2K| meets them as an equal — with
dignity.

WX ZHHOM 2tR. '0{A 2A|2." In English,
that's a dignified 'Please, comein.'

Ol ot =38R, 'OjA|' O2[1 'HI|A|lL.
Push and pull — you see these on every
door in Korea.

2|1 2X =R, 'E0IIX| OHA|2.' That's
'Do not enter.'

ZHEtato] ofL{of| . A0l M= AHRHE0|
O|FA sl R. 222" It means 'Nice to
meet you' — spoken, dignified.

'DYA " Thank you. 'D|2FSE2." I'm sorry.

AP0l M M2 30| S2{2 — you hear these
all through period dramas.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

29| =0| — speech levels — how you treat the listener

sh=20{0]| = 2ol =5H0|7t QL0 K. Korean sorts every sentence by how you treat the listener — and 5t24| is one of those levels.

-(2)2 /-4 — the 6t24H| endings

equal-formal: respect WITHOUT lifting the listener above you

SIRH| # SIAAILA|

StRH| # St A K| — equal-formal vs. listener-elevating

same politeness family, different direction of respect

oM QAR

OlM + 2+ A2 — Comein / Welcome

HA ZHEO| A BtR. 'O 2A|2." In English, that's a dignified 'Please, come in.'
7ML

&7] + A|2 — Pull (this door)

0|71 OtF EdliQ. '0|A|Q' 2|1 '"&I|A|R." Push and pull — you see these on every door in Korea.

Pronunciation Loop

HRZfar bangapso
HIZEA bangapso
SR wanbyeokhao

Self-Check

1 Say St2A| three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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SHAIA|
The Familiar Speech Level
Elders Use

ZAFRILICH/ = &g ct
Formal Thanks and
Apologies

2

Polite and Casual Korean

SHYA 2K
The Formal Speech Level
for Announcements

My Notes

C1 Honorifics: compare StAX| with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Honorifics: compare ZHAFgtL|C}/
Z|&3LICt with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Al Honorifics: compare 2 with this lesson so
the boundary becomes clearer.

B1 Honorifics: compare SHYAI2H| with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-HON-LVL-001

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-002

Open lesson
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Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-HON-LVL-001
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