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When to Lower Honorifics in Front of a Higher Superior

_

C1 - Advanced Honorifics AEH
TOPIK 5 Subject Honorifics When to Lower Honorifics in Front of a Higher
Superior

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-C1-HON-SUB-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqfL70i3RA0

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Okay, real question. | learned to ALWAYS add honorifics for elders. So why did my Korean friend say 'Ot X|
L' — no honorific — about her dad, to her grandfather?

Z£2 ZZ0[0{|2. That's not a mistake — that's a real rule called &Z%&. In English, it's 'honorific suppression.'

=
2rZ=H means: when you speak to the HIGHEST person, you lower the honorifics for a middle person — even
er. 712 =2 ALE A0 M= S AEE RE K.

)
=]

o
(X

e S2tR? Because if you over-honor, it can sound like you're putting the middle person ABOVE your
listener. ME0| 2H3HOF 3 2.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Junho L[? OFH K| =2 You're here? And your father?
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Hana SHOMHX]|, OFHX| 7t 2 20K, Grandpa, Dad just came.
Junho Jajf, e HAT? Good — have you eaten?
Not yet. I'll eat with Dad.

Hana OFZl. OtHX|Z Z0| HEZ K.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

AEH suppressing honorifics for a Z2 A20|0 K. That's not a mistake —
apjonbeop middle-ranked person that's a real rule called 2&%. In English,

In front of the highest, lower the
middle

nopeun bun ap —
junggan bun
natchum

Mg 2HSH
seoyeoreul
bunmyeonghage

keep the ranking clear

24012 - Aol
0Syeosseoyo —
Wasseoyo

'‘came (hon.)' = 'came (plain)’

O X| > O X|
harabeoji > abeoji

Grandpa outranks Dad

7|7<o 1= AI_EDH

Lo =

gijuneun 'deutneun

the listener sets the standard

saram'

gk &1 > o] Scene: granddaughter speaking
sanghwang: sonnyeo  to grandfather

— harabeoji

E= Al ="0HX| — listeneris Grandpa, so plain form
Aojg

deutneun saram =

harabeoji — isseoyo
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it's 'honorific suppression.'

=% means: when you speak to the
HIGHEST person, you lower the
honorifics for a middle person — even an
elder. 7t =2 A A0M= B2 MRS
SHe.

ol ZL28tR2? Because if you over-honor,
it can sound like you're putting the
middle person ABOVE your listener.
MEo| 2HsHoF sl 2.

HAQ. A 240" — =20/0 2.
T2 OHHX| A0 M= 'RE0{R". The -Al-
honorific just disappears.

0|2 OpE7EX|0| K. To Grandpa, your dad
is just Ottt — =2, SO K| 7t A
=O0L|7IR.

2H0LR. In English: you match the
honorifics to your LISTENER, not just to
the person you're talking about. £=
Atgho] 7|E0l0 2.

2 HSIZ2 50 SR, £14 71 ZOFH X[ S|
Ottt 07| 8l K. Listen for the lowered

tR. S AZIO| ZOFHX|LTH' AN L.
t
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Grammar / Structure Notes
AEY
= — suppressing honorifics for a middle-ranked person
lit. 'pressing-down honorifics'
ESEY-FUREYS
& — In front of the highest, lower the middle

2= means: when you speak to the HIGHEST person, you lower the honorifics for a middle person — even an elder. 7t =2 Atgt
2 = SRS HH K.

N

MEE 2H6HAH — keep the ranking clear

over-honoring confuses who is senior

SOFHX|, Ot X| 7t 2401 2.

SO X|, + Ot X| 7L + 2| R + . — Grandpa, Dad has come.

=0 S|, Ot X| Q0| A] Ottt OH7|E SHR. We say ZHOFHH X[, OHHX| 7} 2t{R. Not LA 2.
N0 - o

NAL +— + AL — 'came (hon.)' = 'came (plain)’

BN HAUN'RA0Q" — =002, J2H O X 0i[M= 'Rt01R". The -Al- honorific just disappears.

Pronunciation Loop

ZOHHX|, OFH X[ 7} Eofl A0 K. harabeoji, abeojiga bange isseoyo.
SIOFHX|, OFHX| 7} thol| A M| 2. harabeoji, abeojiga bange gyeseyo.
AL, not AMR isseoyo (gyeseyo)

Self-Check

1 Say &Z&H three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

-(Q)Al- B1 Honorifics: compare -(2)Al- with this Open lesson
Adding the Honorific Infix lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
to Any Verb der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-002

Korean Honorifics A2 Honorifics: compare Korean Honorifics Open lesson
N2 and HIAM with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A2-HON-SUB-001

HAICEH/ EACEH/ FFRAICEH/ B1 Honorifics: compare AlAICt/ EAICH/ Open lesson
il NP ZFEAICt/ HM| / TIX] with this lesson so the https://www.koreanlad
Special Honorific Words boundary becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-001

SDAICH/ S2|Ct ) Y& S2|ot C1 Honorifics: compare 2 A|Ct/ S2|Ct/ He& Open lesson

Elevated Humble 22|Ct with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad

Vocabulary becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-HON-HUM-00
1

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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