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Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-C1-HON-SUB-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctbMt8_oDbs

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real confession. | wanted to ask my teacher her age politely, so | said LI0|... and the room went quiet.

Z0tR. Lio|2t= 20| E2 7 otL|ofle. 22| 20{EMH = LIo| thdl =0 22= (FA)O| M2 A0{K. In English,
for elders Korean has a separate honorific word instead of Lt0] — and it's S Al.

O|A ZtH =loloe. 22 ZF =0|= Al ofL|2t, I20H £t AS =K. In English, we raise the noun that
BELONGS to the respected person.

Y2 F K02, JM, =LY ALE 2k, S, 1 AL SAL0| -Al-E 24 K. In English, pick the honorific
noun, then add -Al- to its verb.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana o2, HMIZEO{E | =M R? Sir, may | ask your age?
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I'm eighty this year.

Is your home nearby?

Yes, the building right in front.

The director will say a few words soon.
Please wait a moment.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

LHo| — Al
nai — yeonse

2 &9

gan-jeop no-pim

L50| YOpL|Ct
malsseum-i
isseu-sim-nida

(=13 OFAA
= =20

age — age (honorific)

indirect honorification

honorific noun + -si-

He/she has something to say
(hon.)

words — words (honorific)

mal — malsseum

Y-

jip — daek

the honored noun steers the verb

house — home (honorific)
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ZO0tR. Lto|2t= 2ol Sl 74 ofL|of . J |
RO{EH= LIo| CHAl =0 2 2= L (U H)O|
2 A0 K. In English, for elders Korean
has a separate honorific word instead of
LIO| —and it's HAl.

oAt oo, I2E AFE =0l= Al

ofL|2t, JTR0A £t AE =0 K. In English,

we raise the noun that BELONGS to the
respected person.

YH2 F 7R, A, 2dL EAE
=otR. M, 1 FALS] SAL| -A-E 20{R.
In English, pick the honorific noun, then
add -Al- to its verb.

O|Z S04, 3/2f Toi| o|HA| LsHR. AFEEH M
E‘E%Ol oIOAI|_|E|. '

DFMO ll:wol b;olnfol()ﬂﬂ —,EHA-I OI[_I.jI.
UOAICHt EHR. In English, & is the
elevated word for 'words,' so QUCt
becomes QALY

So the respect lands on 2% first, and
then the verb has to match it with -A|-.
The word pulls the honorific along.
H2 'E'ol oo, AFEE, =]
O{CIMI2 — where is your home? 320
ZHSNR. HE 'H'Bls £OEE M0,
A Liet H| 5L Of%HAf%*?_' el
Attol A2t M 2. In English, & as 'you' is
only for a stranger of similar or lower
standing — it sounds cold, even
confrontational, so never call your boss,
teacher, or an elder &,
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LEZ0| AN 2 has something to say (hon.) 20|10 IR HES =2 M=
malsseum-i "UZ0| ASHR'HEH AL -Al-E 20K,
isseu-se-yo AAICh= 38 XA A2E MK, In English,

honor the person's WORDS with Q2 A|LCt,
and save AAICt for the person
themselves.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
L}O| — Al

Lto| — HM| — age — age (honorific)

Some everyday nouns have a special elevated form for a respected person.

= AL+ -(2)Al-
= HAL + -(2)Al- — honorific noun + -si-
The verb agrees with the honored noun.

2t20] QIO LIC

ml:l

Fe + 0] + Q2 MLICH — He/she has something to say (hon.)

OlE S0, 2|2 Hof| oA ZoHR. AFEEHAM 'Z50| A4 LICE!

2 — & — words — words (honorific)

L2 Yol FALO0|0fL. T2hA ACHE AL K. In English, 2 is the elevated word for 'words,' so QICH becomes QS A|LE,

Pronunciation Loop

L& A2MR? malsseum-i isseu-se-yo
HMZEOEA = MR? yeonse-ga eotteoke doe-se-yo
Heto| ofEA =MR? seongham-i / yeonse-ga / daeg-i

Self-Check

1 Say 7t =% three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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When to Lower Honorifics
in Front of a Higher
Superior

(2)Al-
Adding the Honorific Infix
to Any Verb

Korean Honorifics
MK and HAM

AACH EACH/ =2AICH/
AN/ ZIX]
Special Honorific Words

My Notes

C1 Honorifics: compare &fZ&'H with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

B1 Honorifics: compare -(2)Al- with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

A2 Honorifics: compare Korean Honorifics
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

B1 Honorifics: compare A ATt/ EAICH/
ZE2AICt/ HAM| / TIX| with this lesson so the
boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-HON-SUB-001

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-002

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-HON-SUB-001

Open lesson

https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-001

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

Korean Ladder study note - koreanladder.com

Page 5


https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-C1-HON-SUB-001
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-002
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A2-HON-SUB-001
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-B1-HON-SUB-001

