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2o 5
Why I Isn't 'Coffee' and It Isn't 'File'

_

C1 - Advanced Pronunciation Qzfo] &2
TOPIK5 Consonants Why 74T Isn't 'Coffee' and It Isn't 'File'

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-C1-PRON-CNS-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=11NPdyg9ypg

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

So here's my confession. | ordered coffee in Seoul, said it the English way with a nice F sound, and the
barista just blinked. Then she said it back, and it sounded like a different word.

O™ £ A0 K. 1. Listen. HIL|. Korean has no F sound, so the F becomes a I|€ sound, like a strong, breathy
P.

Wait, so Korean doesn't have F at all? What about V, like in the word video?

SfotR. O|A| =2 A, 2/2H0] S0|0{. In English, loanword pronunciation. It's how Korean rebuilds
foreign words with its own sounds.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana =S M, RF AEY A BotR? Junho, a lot of stress lately?
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Junho U, S| AtoilAM THAO| Ct G R0 2. Yes, all my files disappeared at work.

Hana o{0, QIE{Hlo| 2X[ K2 Oh no, was it the internet?

Junho OlLIR, AEE 7t & HHo{ . O A 7T| OpA|2 No, my computer broke. So I'm going
7. for coffee.

Hana M 20| 7tR. #|0| 2 = Lt ALR. I'll come too. Let's get a cake as well.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

CIE [GR== loanword pronunciation 2otR. O|A 22| FH|, 2210 LS00 K.

oe-rae-eo bareum In English, loanword pronunciation. It's
how Korean rebuilds foreign words with
its own sounds.

F-vibro| /28 97| Replace fand v - Add vowels - QI2j0i= =0 A2 |2 CHA| BFS0{M K.

[ 2EFe Fix final sounds Three big changes today. First, Fand V

— get replaced. Second, consonant clusters
get extra vowels. Third, final consonants
get adjusted.

Q2jo = 52 o loanwords = hidden English Why does it matter? 2= AFRE2 2[2H{E

- Mot gko| M R. Koreans use loanwords
constantly. If your ear expects English,
you'll miss them in the middle of a
Korean sentence.

o file Let's hear some. I}, I, That's 'file.'
pa-il The F becomes I|2, and the final L
becomes 2|8.

HIC|2 video H|C|2. H|C|2. That's 'video.' V has no

bi-di-o Korean partner, so it becomes H|Z, a
plain B.

AEZ A stress AEF A AEB A That's 'stress.' One

seu-teu-re-seu syllable in English, but four syllables in
Korean.

AZ|AOFA Christmas 3zg|AOrA, 2|ADLA, That's 'Christmas.'

keu-ri-seu-ma-seu Two syllables in English, five in Korean.

QIE{Ll internet QIE{Lll. @IE{4ll. That's 'internet.' Listen to

in-teo-net the end. It's written with A|2, but it stops

short, like a quick, closed T.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

Qe Y2
Q|2j0o] &2 — loanword pronunciation

Foreign words are rebuilt with Korean sounds.
F-VHI| /22 97| /2 He|
F-VHIRY| /28 47|/ 2t& M| — Replace fand v - Add vowels - Fix final sounds
Three ways Korean reshapes loanwords
olzol = &2 o

Q|2j0] = &2 O — loanwords = hidden English
Your ear must expect Korean sounds.

I

ot — file

foo

H|C|Q

H|C|2 — video

v—>d

Pronunciation Loop

AEQA seu-teu-re-seu
mhed pa-il

3z|A0tA keu-ri-seu-ma-seu
2Rol0 ro-bo-si-e-yo

Self-Check

1 Say 2l2il0] 23 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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C/E/
The Three Korean D/T
Sounds

=242

The Korean R/L Sound at
the Start and Middle of
Words

o/L/3s

The Soft Korean
Consonants Beginners
Overlook

m |

- L - o 2AE| X

Feeling Where Korean
Nasals Are Made

My Notes

Al Pronunciation: compare C / E / C with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare 2 %2 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare 0 / L / & with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare 0 - L - o 42|
Xt2| with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.
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Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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